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name of an Atheiſtical, Heretical. Pamphler :.. awd 


. To the Reader. 


i Ethinks 1 already behold fame baighty Bea 
vy  dant, ſtrutting and looking:down from hin- 
| elf as from the Devils tain pon the 
Univerſe, where among #t ſeveral ather infer ionr. o- 
jefts, he-happens at- lift to caſt his oye upon'tbis 
"Treatiſe ; when after a quibble vr#wo upon the. Title; 
'be Ps upon the Book, it ſeif, danoning it by the 


to glorifie his own Zeal, nyder the \pretence of. bt- 
coming a Champion for Truth, ſummons 1gnorauet 
and Malice for his Seconds + But ſuch. a Perſon un- 
derſtands not wherein the Nature of Atheiſm con 
fiſts, how converſant ſorver he may otherwiſe be i 
the Prattice of it. It wers Atheiſmto ſay, there-48 
no God ; and ſo it were (thangh leſs direttly) to deny 
his Providence, or reſtrain it to ſome particulars, 
and exclude it in reference to others. Such are - 
theiſts, who maintain ſuch Opinions as theſe © aud ſo 
are thoſe Hereticks, who erre i1n Fundamentals; and 
continue obſtinately mm ſuch errours. But the.igno- 
Yau Vulgar people ( whoſe Superſtition is grounded 
a#pon the aſſimulating God with themſelves ) are apt. 
to think that every one they Hate; are Goa Alamigh- 
ty's Enemies ; aud that whoſoever differs from thens 
1 Op omit, (though 5m never ſo trivial a matter) are 
Atheiſts, or Hereticks at leaſt ; Nat rightly conſi- 
dering the words of St. Peter, That in every Nation, 
he who feareth the Lord and-worketh Righteouſneſs, 
is accepted with hin. And Minacius Felix ſexs well 


.* To the Reader. | 
to the ſame purpoſe, He is the beft Chriſtian, who 
-makes the honefteſt man. Hereſie is an att of the 


Will, rather than Underſtandiug ; 4 Lye, rather than 


8 Mitftake : and'thua St. Auſtin expreſſes it, ſaying, 
-Errare poſſum, Hzrerticus eſſe nolo. Hereſie aud 


 Wechifms. (ſayr the ingenious Mr. Hales ). as com- 


| ewwouly now uſed; are two Theological Scare-Crows, ' ; 
"with. which they who uphold 4 Party in Religion, 


- wt en Ae. A ogra ns 


| -#t, areready to relinquiſh aud oppoſe it, 1 


*wſed ro fright away ſuch as making an enquiry ints 
” fi appear 


*eirber erroneous or ſuſpicions. For as Plutarch re- 


Ports of a Painter, who having unskilfully painted a 


"Cock., drave away-all the Cocks and Hens he could 


F find, that ſo the imperſetion of his. own Art might 
*wor- appear, by comparing it with Nature: ſo Men | 


'for ſome ends," not willing to admit of any fancy but 
.their own, endeavour to hinder all enquiries by way 
of Compariſon; that ſo their own acformity may not 
' appear. Therefore, if. aty 'man blames me for compa- 
ring Chriſtianity \with-Paganiſm, it ſpews nothing 


but his unworthy: diſtruft of the ſufficiency of that 


| - Religion he profeſſes: »./ 


: | 
. 1x 
. 


. » There are two ſorts of. fudges wnto whom all Wri- 
ters are obnoxious, Vit..the [ghnorant, and the fud:- 


' Cons. » As for the [ guar ant, they are ſuch men as I 


before was ſpeaking of, than whoſe Approbatien [ 
aread nothing more : Simili fimile gaudet, 7s 4 


.maxim that holds trug as well in all other things, as 
, Phyſik; and there is nothing wauld make me have ſo 
"#1 an opinion of my ſelf, as to hear one of them com- 
© end we, But the, other fudge, Viz, the' man of 


Learn- 
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To the Reader. 
Learning and Judgment, is the He I fear, and before 
him only will I arraign my ſelf. Non-age is the ge- 
eral Plea for the Firſt-fruits of Young men, but that 
1 diſown ; for he that thinks himſelf old enough ts 
write a Book,, can hardly excnſe the folly that is in 
it, by calling himſelf Child : Nor have I ever ſeen a 
Piece that was written by one of 16 years of age, 
which was fitting for one of 177 16 read; ſuch Wri- 
tings being commonly like Poems that were made by 
men when they were half drunk , unintelligible to any 
perſons but ſuch as are inthe ſame condition. There- 


fore arr, all ſuch frivolous excuſes, I ſhall firſt 


diſcloſe thoſe things which are moſt liable to cenſure, 
and then clear my ſelf as well as I am able. 

Perhaps there may be theſe three Exceptions ta- 
ken azainſt this Treatiſe, v1z. my numerous Quota- 
tions, or Latine Sentences, my rambling from my 
Subjett, and my uneloquent Stile. 

First then, as for my many notations, whether 
:nLatine or Engliſh,che Natare of the diſcourſe re- 
quires it, Were it a bare Moral Eſſay, wherein [ 
made uſe of none but my own Fancy, there to come in 
with a dixit autem Dominus, or other ſuch ſcraps 
of Latine,were to render my ſelf ridiculous : But this 
being a diſcourſe of other mens Opinions, they would 
be thought my own, though father d upon-the AnCi- 
ent Heathens,did I not cite my Authorities from the 
Authors themſelves;ſo that I am enforced toplay the 
Pedant even in my own defence. And yet notwith- 
ftandmsg,T have had ſome Enemies, who were ſo dif 
ingenuous, as to Caſt that Reproach upon me "_ 
they 


! 
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To-the Reader. 
they (aw this diſcourſe but in Embryo : ſo ridiculogys 
as well as uncharitable,were their Cenſures. A man 
that with diligent ſearch and care ſhoyld colleft to- 

ether the Statues or Pittures of divers eminent 
Perſons,and expaſe them in (pre pablick place to the 
view of all Spectators, would not thereby procure to 
himſelf the repute of a good Painter or Statuary ; 
and yet certainly this Att of his were lauaable,and in 
ſome meaſure obliging:but it would render him mot 


mmmodeſily arrogant, if among the Pourtraittares of | 


thoſe eminent men,he ſhould erelt his own, Now this 
would be my caſe,sf while 1 preſent you with the cou- 
ceptions of great Phyloſopbers concerning the Infinite 
Being, I ſhould vent any part of my own inconfidera- 


ble fancy among theirs: Wherefore expett it not,for I 


neither have vanity nor ability ſufficient to eredÞ an 
Opinion of my own ; but acknowledge my ſelf totally 


ſubdued under the commands of that Government, | 
 whereto Providence hath aſſign d my Life. Beſides, | 
in this Tratt is comprehended a Relation of various | 


Setts comtraaittory the one to the other ſo as I cannat 
be ſaid to bold them all:Neither(as I know of )have I 


auy where ſhew'd my ſelf the leaſt partial ; but if one | 
enger Arguments to juStifie their Opinion, | 
than the other, blame not me who deliver them but | 
-xECitative, and am 45 it were their Amanuenſis, 
-withawt ever concerning my ſelf wich the intrinſick 


bad 


walue of their Dottrines, 


As tothe ſecond exception, that charges me with | 


rambling from my Subjett,if this be anerrour,ut 1s at 


uerraur on the right hand, wherein 1 ans but better 
8 | 


than 
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os To the Reader.” | 
+ hit my word.'Conft ancy is not ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
in Authors, in Hntbanas : And for my ownpart, 
whey {have my Pet in my hand, and Subject in my 
byad;1 look npon ty ſelf as monnted my Horſe to rias 
a Fonrney, whe?ein atthongh I deſign toreact ſuch a 


Town by Night, yet will 7 »ot deny my ſelf the ſatiſ- 


fatter: of going a tile or two ont of the way; to grati= 


fe" #y ſenſes with ſome new and diverting proſpett.\ 


He that always keeps at home, and never goes ſo far 
as to the end of his 'otyn Pariſh, only once a year me 
Proceſſion,nay be call 'd a good Hnsband,but God de- 
liver me from ſmth a Companion. I confeſs I cannot 
but love both Men and Books of a Rambling Fancy, 
for even their very Extravagancies are diverting * 
Now he that is of this humour, will be ſure to grove 
me his waice. However,in this I have honout to ini 
fate(thongh imperfebHy)the great Montaigne,whoſe 
umbyure is ſufficient to protett me againſt any one 

Ae of Criticks, oo | | 
" Now for the third andlaft exception, againſt my 
Stite ; 1 was never ſowell accompliſh'd as to fiudy the 
Fingling and Cadences of Words, the happy expreſſi= 
ons,the more ſoft or hatſh tontd Syllables how to place 
rhthtright;nor bad Feutr the modiſhnieſs to ſearch in 
the Dooking- glaſs Which words gave the moſt grace- 
Jnl yedtion'to the Lips: ' No, I confeſs my only endea- 
wind 53 to write #hd ſpeak ſo as to be under ſtoodzand 
# for Rhetorich., -I leave that to thiſe'who delight 
Were Ye the Jeredy of Words, chan Native of things. 
F2eh Orations fall of Fandy,. for Ord- 
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To the Reader. 


Diana of the Epheſians. , But; Ws ke + 
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8 the luſtre'of an Oriental Dia- 

mond is more clearly perceiv'd, 

: wher' cormpar*d with counterfett 
Stones 3 ſo Ehriſtianity appearsin its grea- 
reſt glory and ſplendor, when. compar'd 
with the obſcurity of Paganiſm; the de- 
formity- of the one; ſerving'but as a foyl 
ro.the beauty of the other: Not doth the 
Diviniry of our Scriptures ever better a 
pear, than when-compar's with the follies 
of.the Tulmrxd, the Alchoran;' or the Con- 
{tiruticns of Heatheti Law-grvers ; which 
is an infallible -ſign of their Excellency, 
that they fo well bear the Teſt of com- 
pariſon, - Now upon theſe confiderations, 
Arnobis , Minucine, Clemens, Lattantins, 


B Origeng 


- Anima Mundi. 


Origen, Tertullian, and other Ancient Fa- 
thers of the fuft > Gencuries, undertook to 
vindicate their Religion to the Heathens ; 
which 1s alſo the defign. of this Treatiſe : 

and if any one reſents it otheryiſe, his 
want of Chaxity/ betrays: his_Jtreligion, 
and ſhews him to be none of the beſt Chri- 
ſtian, who thus whips the Fathers upon 
' my back. Some men there are whoſe Fan- 
gigs, like weak Stomachs, 'turn the moſt 


wholeſom food into corru 7 Fat : and theſe 


are the Enemies 1 expe&.- th this Diſ- 
courſe I undertake only to declare the ab- 
ſurd and monſtrous Doctrines of the Hea- 
thenath. Suparſtigion, concerning this ſyb- 
Jed, as tay; as may ſhe, the blind can- 


Jectures which mecr Nature, prefenttd to 


theix.Phi iloſophers, yet nottaall of them, 
but t9 thoſe, pyly. which haye þee: the 
conf} exable:: And here: have nor 
omitted to produge the moſt powerful Ar- 
guments, which they mads wſe-of to'ju- 
itifie their: Vagities : partly, a5; unwilling: 
to fight againſt a ſhadow ; and;partly, as 


knowing ous Religion ſcorns to have iem: 


Hay k bY A FRREAT and dif. ingenyuous re- 
either their Lives ar Do- 


Fins, Cobaney being ofiit;felt.able to; 
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Inmme Mundi. 

they have abſented themſelves from the 
World ſome time before they divulg'd it. 
Thus Xinos having for twelve years led a 
retired life in a Cave, at laſt came forth, 
and pretended to have ſpent all that time 
in_converſing yaith 7ove, whoſe Son he 
feign'd himſelf to be; alſo that he had re- 
ceived from his mouth thoſe Laws which 
he divalged to the People. Alſo NVama 
Pompilius, after he had for ſome time con- 
cealed himſelf in a Wood, appear'd in 
publick, and' pteſcrib'd thoſe Laws to the 
Romans, which he ptetended to have been 
deliver'd tim by the Nymph eger:a. 
A like Stratagerm was made uſe of by Py- 
thagora, who after two years retirement 
ina Den, feign'd himſelf to berifſen from 
the dead, preaching up Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments in another life, to the great ter- 
rour of the People, who very. much confi- 
ded in his Doctrine, becdufe he had told 
them of all things which hal” happen'd 
amongſt them during the time of his ab- 
ſence: A thing very caſte for him to do, 
after he had been informed of the fame 
from his Mother and Wife. Alſo Zamolxis 
(whom Laertizs and Herodotres call, Py- | 
thagoras his Diſciple, though Sxidas and 
others oppoſe it ) delirer'd thoſe Laws to' 
the Scythians, which he pretended to have 
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Anima Mundi. 


recejy'd in a certain Cave, where he had * 
been conyerſing with the Gods. Nor. did 
Epimenzaes get himſelf leſs reputation, by 
his. pretence of having ſlept fifty years, 
And laſt of all, Mavamay having in the 
me manner retir'd himſelf into the 
Mountains of Arabja, did there by the 
aſſiſtance. of Sergius and two fews, com- 
poſe that fabulous Law which he after 
divulg'd unto the World, as coming from. 
the Angel Gabriel, with whom he preten-. 
ded himſelf very famitar. And thus we 
ſee with what Arts each Law: giver en- 
deavoured to eſtabliſh their Laws among 
men, thinking thereby to purchaſe. that 
immortal Fame, which their Ambitions ſo 
much defir'd :* For as one of the Ancients 
well obſerv' d, Amari, cols,  Ailigt majus im- 
perioeſt, But oh the Impjery of theſe Hea- 
Thos who father'd all their Follies upon 
their Gods ! not conlideting, that whoſo- 
ever ſpeaketh jn the, name-gf the Gods, 
intituleth them to whatſoever he publiſh- 
eth, and- conſequently if his Doctrine be 
falſe, (as that of theirs muſt needs be, by. 
reaſon of. the abſurditics found therein, )- 
incitulerh the Pre cy falſe Da ſach.. 


"The next chjg, [ Han inſiſt. upon » 31S? 


their . impious end concerning _ 
Deity; 


Avins 7 Myndz. 

Deity ; which deſerve the ame xe woof 
x HE a Jare, ſhgeiiſong and noble Writer 
= þ4 rigid Predeſliperien attirming that 

od delighred in the death of Mankind; 
| Sprak worſe of | the” Devil if. yea cg; : For 

cre was hardly any thing © rean or 
baſe, as was not by fofne of them. reverd 
for a Deity ; nor. any Vice fb great, bur 
ſome of their Gods, were guilty of it. 
Wherefore Origen (5/h of the eEgyp- 
trans, ſays thus to Celſus Whep you ap- 
proach their Sacred 0s ye ſhall meet with 
ftarely Groves, Chappels an Temples with 
magnificent Gates ; allo, with variety of mr 
Perious Ceremobies but when ouce you are 

entred and got within their Femples, ) 'C r ſhall 
Fry nirbog Put a.C at, or.an LÞe,, a Ci r0- 
codble; © _ or Dog, wherets they the 
moſt. Jolewn veneration, But of this 1] ſhall 
treat more At large in my 7 Afro Con- 
cernin ; Sac fices, and therefore now will 
return to t ar ſubjedt which the Tie of 
Ty, Book promiſes 1 ro treat of. 
| ry. 

Ia the firſt plact, to diſcoyer the forum. 


dation f their, O inion concerning” the 
The 014 pieua 3 ang . 


Sort) it" was This; 
of the Worle, Mens, 4 itat molems : They 
held God to, be, all i ill, "nin Infint ns 
Gig thexetore but ©! C3, thin Ring, 'rha th. 
k..-..£ here 
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Aninta Mule 
there ' could be found 'afry real thine 
( though-biit an Atom ) which were n 

part of God, or any place wherein Gog 
were not, then they could nor efteem hith 
to be Infinite, and every-where preſerſt, 
bur thence excluded, and conſequently li- 
mited; upon which account they denied 
a Vacunm. Hence alſo they did nor con= 
ceive the World ( as ſome now do) robe 


a great Body by it ſelf, ſer apart from the 


7 


Infinite God, but tobe fixnified under that Euripides. 
name, whoſe Being was in part vifibte and #7-:- 
 eExpos'd ro our fenfes, and partly inviſible 


as in its Spiritualiry, not perceptible” by 
our groſs. corporeal Organs , otherwiſe 
then in its outward effe&ts and produtti- 


inviſible things of God'was Ktiown unto 1 9,20. 


| them, then whar feem'd of clear inference 
| from the viſible-: that in plain meaning, 
| the Spiritual part of the World was not by 


them diſcovered, further then was evi- 


| denc'd by its aQting on the Corporeal part, 


whereof though in-rhe Eomnttion form of 
ſpeaking, when they (aid Goa, they mearft 


| only the Spirit of God ;, and .when they 
| faid Worla, they meant grofty the materj- 
al Globe: Ter the more Knowing ſort of. 


Heathens-did by the TWorlt ttican. all axe 


Poreal Beings, both above'and below, not 


B 4 allow- 


Anima Mnundl, 


allowing, plurality of Worlds; but only 
one infinite Body, govern'd by theDivine 
Spirit, acting all inall. Spirits intws alit, \ 
So as when they mention'd Gods in the plu- | 
ral number, they meant only divers facul- | 
ries, which their Soul of the World ( viz. ! 
God ) had .infus'd into ſeveral Creatures | 
peculiar to them, ; Hence they call'd eve- 
ry particular a Microcgſm, or Little World, : 
in ſome ſart the Progeny, or imperfeCt Co- 
py of the Univerſe, as conſiſting of-Body 
and opts ſome more perfect, as Man, 
and all animated Creatures,; others leſs, 
as Plants, Minerals and Stones: according | 
as their ſeveral mixt bodily Temperaments 
were Prrgerf, fo recejve .2 more, or leſs 
pure degree. of the Animg MHuydi : not 
allowing more Spuls then. onez. although 
men gave them divers names,. according 
to the yarious kinds of Creatuzes fo. ani- 
mated, And this ſome held rqo.Spiritual, 
to be any more defiled by any diſcag'd,,na- 
ſy, or wicked Body, whercin it. dwelt, 
then the Sun-beams by ſhjniug mtoa Dun- 
geon or Peſt-houſe, ., .._...,.. 
V. 

| Now this DoQtrine of the Soul ſeem'd 

ut ill to provide for Juſtice, either in this 
nife or another, however they allow d if 
Immortality in general, byt undertook 
= i tof 
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not for its diſpoſal in any peeuliar way 
only-that it lives here; as long as it hath 
vigour enoughin it ſelf trodraw and digeſt 
to its own ſupport, fir-and ſufficient Nu- 
rriment out of the great World. Bat when 
its Organs arecither enfeebled, or by ſome 
accident diforder'd; that it can no longer 
prey on the great World, then that preys 
upon it, : andat death receives back its Bo- ©* 
dy and Spirit into it ſelf: by which alter- 
native Emanation of the Univerſe into 
I Ig .and their Reſtiturion intothe 

niverſe, ( without any annihilation) the 
World (ſay they ) enjoys a perpetual re- 
Juveneſcency. They did by daily experi- 
ence ſee compoſite difſolvi; and in their diſ- 
folution norhing, PETRIs but that which 
was made up of the £onjunction of thoſe 
parts.. As -when by death the Body and 
Soul were parted, the Man they thought 
was gone, but the Spirit rEmain'd in its 
Original, and the Body: in its Earth from 
wherice it came : arid they when wrought 
again by Nature ſeparately into new mix- 
tures, centred into a -fiew-ſtate of Being, 
which they ſuppoſed no way concern'd or 
telared untorhe formerz as we may ſee by 
the lines of the Poet 3 7-3-4 


Et 


"7 18Q 
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' "DS . : 
Lucretis Et þ jaw noſtro ſent it ae Corpgre, poitquem , / 
ned DiſtraFa eſt animi natura. animeque poteſt at 
Nil tamen hoc ad nas, coith, qui, conjugivque | 
Corporis atque anime conſiſt inns aniter apts. 
Wee, fr materiam noftram conlegerit etas. 

. O . 

Poit obitum , rurſumque redegerit , mt fita 
2Knc eſt - Lees 1s 
Atque iterum nobis fuerint data lumiya vite: 
Pertineat quicquam tamen ad nos id quoque 

fattum, 
Interrupta ſemel cam fit retinentia noftri. 
Et nunc nihil ad nos de nobis attinet, ante 
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But only thought, themſelves allured, and | 
held for an eternal yerity, that there never 
was,:nar could be in Nature any Annihi- 
lation,: however groſspeople when things 
diſappear d, confider'd not that they were 
diffolyed into; their firſt Principles, bur 
ſuppos'd them turn'd into Nothing : 
whereas if Nature did admit of any Anni- | 
bilation, the World, ſays Ocellus Lacanus, | 
had long ago vaniſhd. 4riſtotle, Xeno- 
phon, Cicero, Averrazs, and others, mak | 
the World eternal, and void of all cor. | 
ruption : for not being; able to compre. 
hend whether the Egg or the Bird were 
rſt gcnerated, ſince no Bird could be 
without 


| 


Awizea Munds. 
(Hrug an Egg, nor . g without a. Bird; 
erefore they canceiv'd. that the World, 
and ths. beginning of excry begotten 
rhing; together with the end thereot, muſt 
be_by perpetual. revolutian ſempitcrnal. 
$0 that thys not. admitring of any Annihi- 
fariqn, caus'd their opinion of. the. Warlds 
Erernity., And the Stoicks who bclicv'd a 
final Conflagratin ,. did nat, believe any 
Annihilatiqn, any: more then of a Faggot, 
when it was burnt.: but that there ſhauld 
be a new Heavenand a new Earth, or ra- 
ther that.che Almighty Wiſdom would 
raduce ſome new. Fabrick. uncanceivable 
y us, wha are nat able to gonceire any 
GUNS whereof we Rave no EFPELIENCE. 


RP 
Genztum njibel emgritut, OY 
Sed trau/pafitum ultrs citroque Tranſl 
Forman Priatem alkerat.. renders 


him. 


Far {ay they, a5 Nature eannat create by 
makipg lomerbing Qut.of nothing, la nei- 
ther - can-it: annitulate, by turning ſame- 
thin into pathmg:. From whepce. ( lays Hickwe!”s 
Dr, H4ckwmel,). it fallows by con{gquence, = Ag 
that as there.is no acccls, 1o.can, there be ©* 
no dimi Panen In. the Uniycrlc,. no. More 
then | pc fenaer'v 7 the infor com- 
binarion, Franſpole wh gf Letters, or. 
in 
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in the Wax by. the alteration of the Seal 
ſtamped upon it. ' Ocelzs Lucanus upon 
this ſubject writes, That if any ſhould con- 
ceive the World to have been made, he 
would not be able to find into whar it is 
corrupted and diſſolved, ſince rhat out of 
which it was made, was before the Uni- 
verſe, as that into which. it ſhall be cor- 
rupted, will be after the Univerſe. 

As for thoſe things which are contain'd 
m the World, they have communion with 
the World ; bur the World hath commu- 
nion with nothing elſe beſides it felf: for 
all other things havenor ſuch a nature as 
is ſufficient of ir ſelf, but ſtand in need of 
commmion with other things; as living 
Creatures , need reſpiration ; the Eye, 
light ; and the other Senſes, their ſeveral 
objects * Plants” need the: juice of the 
Earth, for their growth : Nay the Sun, 
. Moon, Planets, and fixed Stars, require a 
certain portion of the Univerſe; only the 
Univerſe ſtands'in need of no other thiric 


_ bur it ſelf. Now as Fire which is able to 


give hear to other things; is of it'ſelf hor ; 
ſo that which is the cauſe'of” ſafety and 
perfection to other things, muſt of it ſelf 
be ſafe and perfect.” Again, if the Univerſe 
be difſolved', it muſt be diffolv'd into 
ſomething), or nothing: not" into ſome- 


thing, 
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thing, for the Univerſe would nof then be 
totally corrupted, for ſomething, mult be 
the whole Univerſe, or a part of it: nor 
will it be annihilated, for (ſays.Ocellus ) 
it is impoſſible that ſomething ſhould be 
made of nothing, or reduced into nothing, 
Dr: Hackwell hath well obſerv'd, that no 
Prophets ever foretold, the end of the 
World would enſue till many years after 
their own deaths, being ſure not to be pro- 
ved Lyars : Org to the Epigram, 


Cur mund; ſinem prepioremnon facts? ut non Ozen upon 
. Napier. 


Ante obitum mendax arauerere ? ſapis. 


For they who propheſic the Worlds de- 
ſtruction, are upon ſure grounds, viz. that 
till it comes to pals, it, may be expected. 
{oſephus ſpeaking of the Greeks and other 
Nations, affirms, that every State and 
Kingdom have reported him that was the 
firſt Founder of them. to be the firſt of the 
World : each Nation reckoning their An- 
tiquity but from ſome great change which 
happen'd among them. And thus we are 
to underſtand the Original of the Greek 
Hiſtory from ſnachas the 4rgive z not that 
he was the Original thereof, as ſome 
make him; but becauſe a moſt memorable 
alteration did then happen, ſome were [a 


igno- 
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jenorant as to make that cotiſtrattion 
thereof. 'For my own part, I who'be- 
lieve the' Scriptures to be the Word of 
God, Yo itr'this point ; as in alf others, 
refigft tip tny poor Judgment 'to thar ſa- 
cred Oracle ; bur if I'did not, Fſephas 
his Arguments would prove 'altogerher 
unetfectnal unto me. For after he hack 
in his df{Eolrſe againſt Appioy , ſpent 
many lizes'in magnifying his Counttey- 
men the Fews:, that they were the* firlt 
Inhabitants of the Earth; He art, the laſt 
does in'a matitier confels, that fie dares” 
not neverthelefs - compate” the Monu- 
ments of the ews, with thoſe of the 
e/Eoyprians., Chaldees and Phainicians, 


who dwell in ſuch Conntreys'as were” 


not fo .fubjeft to the corruption” of the 
Air , art have carefully preſerv'd rhe 
Records 6f their 'Countrey. Which is as 
f hc-had-ſaid;; thar for ' as much as no 


other Nations but the eApypridns, Chal-. 
dees and Pbeticiars, have cerraih' KECOrd $ | 
of their Originals, therefore 1 will not 
with them- contend , for Antiquity, but 
only with fiich as have no' Records to, 


thew. Alfo in the ſame Trearife 7ofephn: 


makes iſe" of #ſerhow, when ir is for 


Antiquity, 'btir i ochermatrers chat are 
: * 4 ta 
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to his difadvanrage he rejects his Antho- 
rity. Bur ro retury tothe Hearh6nOpi- 
nion of the Saul, ' 
er £ SHA 

The moſt plauſible Arguments they had 
to juſtihe rheir wicked Opinion of the 
Soul's mortality, or unfewarded conditi- 
on, procecded from'ither contemplation 
of Man,. whofe Body when he ates, they 
plainly faw was by purtefaction mingled 
with theBody of the World, from whence 
It was: And by the ſamereafon they were 
fo credut6ns as to behieve his Soul mingled 
with *the'Soul! of the World, from whence 
that was.” Their Prieſts alſo agreeing 
herewith, ( though 41 another forma of 
words )- taught, thar'in death the Soul - 
| went to God who gave it, and the Body 
| tothelarth of whichit was compoſed : 
therefore as when the Sun-beamsfhine in- 
to a dark room, and enhighten' it, you 

may.cahly exclude it from thininguinto the 
| raoMm; but car-never ihtercepror cur thoſe 
\ beams'off from their origihal, che Sun :. 
the. ike 'relation they Concerv'd the Soul 
| of Marr had to the Soul of the World, 
wherero-it ever hath-an inſeparable con- 
| junction: 'the'ſamie alſo they held robe in 
all orher” Creatures , according to their 
ſeycral degrees of anitarion fromoncand 
the 
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the'fame general Spitit,.-and that by rea 
fon of 1s ſpixituality ſuch paſſage could be 
eo more hindred, then the Walls.of a Ca- 


ile can hinder you from thinking what 1s 
Within. 


V IL EBAY 

Ebencora an Arabian Philoſopher, ob- 
ſervin thatNature makes no ſudden tran- 
itiag from one extreme to another, and 
evcr..þy. ſome preparauve degrees fitting, 
them. be invelted into one another ; ſo 
he willing. to.advanee the Soul into a more. 
exzicſtial .cqndition, pretends that when 
i. leaves;the groſs carnal Body , .it firſt 
mixes with ſome more ſubril. Body, -( per- 
haps the Air ) and ſp by being more and 
more refined, receives a gradual capacity 
af 2 caleſtial condition. not eonſidering 
that the Spirit, when it ts-in any thing, is 
much more ſpiritual there Air. But Hip- 
pocrates went further then this,who living 
in a Republick, and ſo-perhaps having his 


Ehiloſophy infefted with theix kind of Go- | 


vernment, gives the Soul of. all.things a 
kindof reciprocal preferment and recidi- 


vation, by rarcfaction and condenſation 


of irs corporcal nature. . For he obſerving 


the diſſolution of groſs Bodies. to be 
yrought by fermentation intrinſick, which: 
Fooſes and ratifics them ; as alſo that they. 

are 
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are compacted by condenſation, whereby 


the Soul beeomes wrought againinto ano- 
ther groſs Body,and that the ſpiritual doth 
ever act and govern the Corporeal : He 
(I ſay ) from theſe Operations conceiv'd 
a kind of alternative reign in Nature,ſfay- 
ing after his obſcure manner, Lex fovi 
Tenebre Plutoui, Lux Plutoni Tenebre 7o- 


" vi; which much agrees with the London- 


Virtwoſs in Sir Hugh Platt s time , who 
writes, that. they held no Original ditfe- 
rence of things bur thick and thin, not 
diſcerning that 73 Sniov, Divinum aliqunid, 
ar Spiritual Nature, which Hppocrates 
obſerv'd to be in all things. 


VIII, 


Many old Philoſophers of great emi- 
nency, eſpecially the Plaronits in their 
airy diſcourſes of Humane Souls, tirſt in 
favour of rheir own, plac'd them in an 
higher form then thoſe of ordinary per- 
ſons, and other Animals : pretending that 
by. frequent Philoſophical meditation , 
they ſo far refined themſelves , as that 
after death they remain'd in a kind of 
Aſtral , or ( as term'd by later times ) 
Angelical condition. As if bare thinking 
cound cauſe any real ettcct, in a agg 

with 
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with whom all its thoughts vaniſh. But 
thoſe of 'the Vulgar, efpecialty if vicious, 
they alſo acknowledged to be immortal, 
however toremain more or lefs grieving, 
for rhe loſs of thar beartifical fruition, ac- 
cording as they had led on Earth a life 
more or le(s vicious. 

Which Opinion ( meer Nature, and un- 
enlightned Reaſon being Judge) can't ac- 
quir it ſelf of many errors: Firſt, they did 
not explain themſelves, how they could be 
capable of a confin'd locality ; nor where, 
nor in what tubjects thoſe Souls ſhould re- 
main, when they left their Bodies. Morc- 
over, all their operations here ſeeming to 
be Organical, they wondred how men 
could be ſuppoſed to ſee, when their Eyes 
are gone ;z or to grieve, reJoyce, or think, 
when the Brain, the medium of thinking, 
is turn'd to dirt. Further, they grofly 
aſſerted, that thoſe departed Souls could 
have no knowledge of particulars, for 
that they are not diſcernable, but by our 
bodily fenſes, which repreſent them unto 
us 3 bur they pretended their knowledge 
to be only of Univerſals, whereas there are 
no fuch things really in Nature, they be- 
ing only meer aggregate terms, deviſed 
by our felves for conveniency of diſcourſe, 
to fave the labour of enumerating parti- 
culars. 


a_—— 


-o- @ Su £@ats a py a_ Vw wu Aa. —cﬀckkhx 


Anima Mundi. 
culars. As when we fay, Idankind 35 mor- 
ral, that in effect figniftes no more, bur 
that Foby ſuch-a-one, Thomas, Robert , 
Peter, &c. one by one, each particular 
man living is mortal : but for as much as 
we cannor nominate all thoſe particulars, 
we are conſtrain'd to include them in one 
rerm, Mankind: whereas if every parti- 
cular Man, Woman and Child were dead, 
there would be no ſach thing as Mankind 
teft, no not ſo much as notijonally in rma- 
gination, becauſe there would/not then 
remain one man alive to conceive ſich a 
notion. | [4 ; «04 


IX, 


Others of later times, not taking the 
truly wiſe -adviceof St. Par, to beware of 
vain Phileſopby , have adventur'd to' up- 
hold the knowledge of Humane Souls 
after death, not by Faith and the Scrip- 
tures, whoſe ſacred Authonry- were the 
moſt proper ſupport of that belief, but out 
of the preſurmption of their own ſafficien- 
Cy, by the meer light of Natural Reafon ; 
and becauſe this appears not eaſily mrel- 
ligible, they endeavour to illuſtrate 1t by 
terms to Nature as unintelligible, telling 
us. of the ſeparate Souls intuitive know- 

Cz ledge, 
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ledge, and that without help of the ima- 
ginative part, Which 1s acknowledg'd to 
periſh with.the Brain, its ſeat and Organ. 
But Divinity is too ſublime a thing tobe 
tryed by. the Teſt of eur imperfect Rea- 
ſon, for that were to try God by Man, 
and in theſe matters may 1t juſtly be 
call 'd - Folly -before God.. Tis uſually 
obſerv'd, that thoſe who vent Dottrines 


which they are not able to evince, muffle | 
themin.obſcure terms, as one may call a - 


kind of- Canting, like AriZtotle's Entele- 
cheia , which no body underſtood but 
himſelf. Thus this term of Intuitive 


Knowledge, without the help of ſenfes or | 
imagination, 1s utterly unconceivable to 


us, who in knowing make uſe of both. 
There 1s. nothing that more betrays the 
Souls infinity, than Thought ; as when 
in, one minute a man can think of the 
Northern and Southern parts of the 
World, and in one moment run over ma- 
ny thouſand Leagues both of Seca and 
Land: bur the chief Argument this point 


of thew Philoſophy relyes upon, is a re- | 


flex knowledge, which we have in per- 
ceiving our ſelves to know: and this they 
will-have.to be done without help from 


the imaginative Repreſentation ; where- | 


fore they ſay, the Soul may know, al- 
| though 
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though that part be loſt. But if we con- 
fidently mark this inward perception of 
our knowledge, it may perhaps be no- 
thing but the inward experience, which 
our imaginative faculty gives us of what 
we know, and doth no more evince any 
ſeparable faculty of the Soul, (as Lacre- 
tis obſerves) than the reflex and intrin- 
ſick perception of ſmart, which a man's 
Foot gives him in a Fit ot the Gout. 


X. 


Now the Ancients thinking the Spi- 
rit of rhe World to be univerſally diffus'd 
through all things, not only Animals, but 
ſuch as we call Inanimates, confider'd it 
ſo as that the various actings thereof, 
might not: be: unfitly compar'd to the 
Mufick of a pair of Organs, where all the 
wind comes from theBellows, which be- 
ing diſtributed into ſeveral Pipes, makes 
Muſick ſo long as it remains in them, but 
ſo ſoon as it 1s paſſed through the Pipes, 
the wind of each Pipe mixes with that 
of the others again, and then the Muſick 
ceaſes : Thus they foolifhly conceived to 
be infuſed into all Creatures , each of 
their Spirits from that of the World, and 
{o to at according to the various tem- 
C 3 pera- 
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peraments of thole ſeveral Bodies, which 
they polleſs aslong as they remain there- 


in; but immediately when they paſs ' 


through them , they mingle - again pro- 
wiſcuouſly with one another into the Spi- 
rit of the World, from which they were 
ſent, and thus their former ways of att- 
ing ceaſed. 

Orhers there were that look'd upon 


the Soul. to be to the Body, as we ſee | 
Gunpowder is to the Gun, ( if I may fit- | 


ly illuſtrate an Ancient opinion, by a Mo- 
dern compariſon ) and that a Body with- 
out' a Soul, is but a piece. of Ordnance 


uncharg'd;. uſcleſs to the operation Na- | 


ture afſign'd ir. Therefore. when men 
run mad through ovyer- much wit, know- 
ledge or learning, they may not impro- 
perly be ſaid ro be oyer-charg'd: as on 
the contrary, the reaſon why men vaio 
corpore are generally more! heavy, dull 


and:halfwitted, may proceed from their | 


being: under-charged:' As we ſee the 
ſame.quantity of Powder which gives a 
Report im a Piſtol, gives little or none in 
z Cannon, the difproportion of the Gun 
RY the effects. mY 
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Some of the Ancient Philoſophers ha- 
ving a vain ambition of getting eternal 
Fame, by raiſing ſome particular Seet of 
Philoſophy, which might generally take 
amongſt men , ſer up for one of theſe 
ways : cither to pleaſe. the Voluptuous, 
who care for nothing , bur delighting 
their ſenſes wirhout any further regard : 
or by pretending to Futurity and Eter- 
nity to make a more glorious noiſe, and 
thereby thought to prevail more power- 
fully and univerſally, as over-awing the 
timorous-, and alluring the ambinous : 
mn which way they adapted erernal ter- 
rours to evil doers, and everlaſting glory 
to the virtuous. This they not improba. 
bly hoped would make their SeCt to be 
admitted and cheriſhd by Princes, as 
commodious to Government. ' Alſo this 
latter ſort tocompals rheir end, were ne- 
cefſitated to wreſt their Doftrines of the 
Soul ſo far from meer illuminate Nature, 
as one of the Ancients ſaid, They deli- 
ver'd things more like Dreams, or Off 
Wives Tales, than Truths : and at wa; 
Poſterity following their Anceſtors ItKe 
Carricrs- Horſes in a track, without ſeck- 
C 4 ing 
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ing out any new or better way, they re- 
ceiv'd ſuch frenzies from one another, 


and improved them with ſuch dotages of | 


their own, as ſurpaſs'd all Poetick Ficti- 
ons, and inſtead of raking with the Vul- 
gar, grew ridiculous. For in truth they 
needed as much and as weak credulity, 
as Ever any vulgar Superſtition d1d : but 
were not ſo craftily fitted to draw vulgar 
capacities to. honeſty , or . terrifie them 
from vice, as other Superſtitions were. 


Their news of ſeparate Souls in celeſtial | 


Joys, or infernal Agonies, Ennmerw the 
Atheiſt ſays moſt impioully, . werc as hard 
to prove as the Elyſian Fields, Acheron or 
Styx; ior: Pluto ED his Infernal Guard. 


All, this would do little or no good upon | 


the prophane Rabble, for thty would ſay 
within themſelves, if this be all, we will 
not. for-fich Meraphyſicks forbear any 
IPanper Gf. pleaſure: or profit, how bate 
ſogver; - On the-;other- ſide, ſhould you 
hear . Habomet alluring the people, that 
at: they mould lIcad a pious, religious and 
obedient. life in-this World, they ſhould 

ercadter;live for ever in- moſt, pleaſant 
Gard ns, with yariety of delicious Fruits, 
beautiful Women, and high affections, 
with abilitics renew'd eternally : but if 


they led an irreligious life; and were dif- 
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obedient unto his Doctrine , they ſhould 
hereafter be deliver'd up to horrid De- 
vils, who would for ever torment them 
in a Lake of material Fire and Brimſtone : 
this Doctrine, when once by education, 
and the ſolemnity of publick Authority, 
implanted and upheld in the minds of 
men , proves far more prevalent with 
them, than the ſubhme notions of Plate, 
how well grounded ſoever : and astoan 
exact proof before natural 'reaſon, clear 
and not prepoſleſs'd, perhaps Plato would 
not have much the odds of AMahomet ; 
N1h1il eſt infelicius homine c#i ſua fiomenta 
dominant ar. | 


XII. 


Many good Moral men, and ſome of 
the Fathers, as Tertulliap, Laftantins, QC. 
held rhe Soul to be ex Tradnce from Fa- 
ther to Son; and that for theſe reaſons : 
Firſt, if every man hath a 'new Soul'1n- 
fus'd into him at his birth by God, and 
not lincally deſcended to him from Adam 
to Eve, how then can they be guilty of, 
or ſuffer for Original ſin ? 2. What means 
that place Exod.r. 5. where 'tis ſaid, 41! 


the ſouls that came from the loins of acob, . 


were ſeventy ſouls ? Alſo another place, 
Gen. 
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Gen: 46. 26, 27. to the ſame purpoſe- 
3. If the Soul be not ex Tradxce, then 
Man the moſt perfect of all Creatures, 
were worſe than a Beaſt, who begets both 
matter and form. 4. Every like doth 
not then beget his like, an error in Philo- 
ſophy it ſelf, F. All that have Secd in 
themſelves, do not propagate their kind. 
6. Gods Command , viz. Gen. 1. the 
Creatures to increaſe and multiply, would 
be uſcleſs and of none effect. 7. God 
would infuſe a Soul to be punifh'd here 
and hereafter for anothers ſin, v:z. dams. 
8. God feems to cancur to the act of For- 
nication, or Adultery, in that he furniſhes 
their unlawful Iſſue with a Soul ; andif a 
Man lye with a Beaſt,” and beget a Mon- 
ſter half a Man and half a Beaſt, God 
will be thought to infuſe a Soul into that 
unnatural conception, and 1t 15 a Oere 
what will become of that Soul hereafter ? 
g. If tne Soul be infuſed; nothing 1s be- 
gotten; for the Body can't generate per 
ſe,” any [more than one Houſe can of it 
ſelf beger another , both-the Body and 
the Houſe being of themſelves but dirt, 
Generation 1s not without the Soul. 
Laſtly, Man: begets not. whole Man, for 
he conſiſts of. Body and Soul -joyntly. 
Theſe abſurdities they inferred from that 
OPINION 
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opinion of Gods infuſing the Soul imme- 
diarely into every man at his firſt Creari- 
on. This opinion of the Souls being ex 
Tradxce ( like the Body ) from the. Pa- 
rents, is illuſtrated by the ſmile of light- 
ing one Candle by another z and thar ac- 
cording to Holy Writ, God firſt lighted 
Adam , from whom Poſterity recciv'd 
their light, without diminiſhing one ano- 
ther thereby, any. more than one Torch 
is diminiſh'd by lighting another. In a 
Candle if you obſerve it cloſely , you 
may plainly perceive. how the flame, as 
it melts and draws in the Tallow into 
little bubbles , turns .them into flame, 
which ſhines for a while, till its upper- 
moſt part having ſpent its oyly moiſture, 
vaniſhes into Smoak and Air, the flame 
ſtill renewing nor inidentity, but by ſuc- 
ceſſive renovation, In reſemblance where» 
of, ſome thought the Soul out of the bo- 
dily Nutriment to make the Chyle, and 
turning that into Bloud, out of that ts 
make the anzmal Spirits, and of them the 
diſcurſive Soul, which in an humane tem- 
perature ſeem'd refin'd to a greater puri- 
ty, than in the groſler conſtitutions of 
other Animals ; likewiſe in them more 
than in Plants, toa greater or leſſer-per- 
fection or duration, according to _ 
difte- 
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different Temperaments more or leſs pre- 
pard to receive it : and they that held 
this Opinion, laid down for an infallible 
maxim, that Pnuicquidrecipitur, recipitur 
admodum recipieuts ; and from. hence 
( ſay they ) it comes to paſs, that ſome 
men are more ingenious, others more ſtu- 
pid. Bur generally they held, that men 
were more clearly rational, whilſt other 
Animals are ſtupid and dull, yer all from 
one and the ſame original Spirit, varying 
only according to its different fuel. Juſt 
as Lamps, ſome ſhine brighter and ſome 
more dim, according as their Oyl or 
Wiek is. better or worſe. From hence 
( ſay they) it proceeds , . that we often 
ſee as much ditterence between Men and 
Men, as there is between Men and Beaſts, 
only as ſtupidity 'is moſt prevalent in 
Brurtes, ſos frenzy in Men. - Nor did the 
Heathens perceive any conſiderable diffe- 
rence betwixt - us and other Creatures, 
than what is occaſion'd by ſpeech and-uſe 
of Letters, whereof they bang ignorant, 
could only think of objects, noiſes, and 
what they felt, heard or ſaw, bur could 
hold no mental diſcourſes , as Men did 
who had the uſe of Letters. Let us hear 


| Mount. Ef What Afountaign ſays on this ſubject. 
lib.2. c.12. Thar defe&t which hindreth communica- 
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tion between them and us, why may it 
not be in us, as well as in them? for we 
underftand thera no more than they do 
us ; by the fame reaſon therefore may 
they deſpiſe our ignorance, as well as we 
theirs : And we may as well think the 
Chinxeſes Beaſts, becauſe we do not under- 
ſtand them. When I am playing with 
my Cat, ( ſays he ) who knows whether 
ſhe hath more ſport in dallying with me, 
or I in playing with her? We entertain 
one another with mutual Apiſh tricks ; 
and if I have my hour to begin, or to re- 
fuſe, ſo hath ſhe hers. As we hunt af- 
ter the tamer fort of Beaſts, ſo do the 
wilder hunt after us : and therefore as 
Sheep or Oxenare made for Men, ſo ( if 
you will credit Mozntaign ) are Men at- 
tera ſort made for Lions, Bears, Wolves, 
Tigers ; the weakeſt for the ſtrongeſt. 
Such as kcep or entertain Beaſts, ( as he 
goes on ) may 1ather be called their Ser- 
vants, than they theirs. Democritzs was 
of the opinion , that Men have learnt 
moſt of their Arts from dumb Creatures : 
as that the Spider raught us to weave, 
the Swallow to build, the Nightingale to 
ſing, and divers Beaſts the Art of Phyfick. 
St, Azxſtin in his diſpute with the /Mani- 
chees, (cems to give Beaſts the uſe of Rea- 
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fon. Campanella gives them ſome ſenſes 
which we want: What (fays he) makes 
the Cock to diſcover midnight and morn- 
ing, as it appears he doth by his crowing ? 
what teaches a Hen, before ſhe hath had 
any experience, to fear an Hawk, and 
nor a Gooſe, or Peacock , far greater 
Birds ? what makes the young Chickens 
more afraid of a Cat, thana Dog? and 
to ftrut and arm themſelves more againſt 
the mewing of the one, -than the barking 
of the other ? what inſtrufts Watps, Em- 
mets and Mice, to chuſe the beft Fruir 
and Cheefe, without having taſted them 
hefore ? and what teaches the Dog when 
he is fick, to flee to the Graſs, and the 
Stag , Elephant and Serpent to certain 
Herbs , when they are wounded , for 
cure ? how many ways ſpeak we to Dogs, 
and they underſtand us ? what diſcipline 
may we learn from the Bees? what pru- 
dence from the Ants, in laying up provi- 
tion before-hand ? or from the Swallows, 
who gt the approach of Spring ſearch up 
and down, and pry about the corners of 
the Houſes, not without judgement and 
diſcretion , and from a thouſand places 
ieleCt that which is moſt convenient for 
them to build with? and 1n that pretty, 


cunning contexture of their Houſes, would 
Birds 
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Birds chufe rather a round than a ſquare 
form, did they not know the convemency 
of it ? what makes them take firſt Clay, 
and then Water, unleſs they gueſs'd the 
moiſture of the one, would mollihe the 
hardneſs of the other ? would they ffoor 
their Apartments with Moſs , did they 
not know , how much more ſoft and 
warm it would be for themfelves and 
young ones ? what makes them ſhelrer 
themſelves from ſtormy weather, build- 
ing their Cabbins toward the Eaſt, bur 
that they know ſome winds are more 
healthful than others ? why doth the 
Spider fpin her artificial Web thicker in 
one place than another, vfing ſometimes 
one, ſometimes another knot , had fhe 
not an excellent contrivance ? Let us 
now confider Man; who ( as Mountaign 
ſaith ) 1s the only out-caſt and forſaken 
Creature, naked on the bare Earth, ha- 
ving nothing to cover and arm himfelf 
withal, but thefpoil of others; whereas 
Nature her feFf hath cloarh'd and: fortified 
all other Cyeatares with skins, hair, wool, 
ftings, horns, ſcales, feathers. ralons, 
claws, hoofs, reeth, &c. inſtructing them 
Iz every thing. requiſite for their own 
preſervation, as to ſwim, run, creep, fly, 
&s. bur Man alone can neither feed, 

ſpeak; 
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ſpeak, nor ſhift for himfelf, unleſs taught 
by others. 


Tum porro,puer #t ſevs projettus ab und 

Navita, nudrw bumi jacet infans, indigus 
omni 

Vitali anxilio,c um primum in lumints or as 

Nexibu ex alvo matris Natura profudit, 

V agituq; locum Iugubri complet, ut equum eſt 

Cui tantum in vita reftat tranſire malorum. 

At warie creſcunt pecudes, armenta, feraque 

Nec crepitacula is opus eſt nec caiquam ad- 
hibenda et 

Alme nutricis blauda,atque infratta loquela: 

Nec varias querunt veſtes pro tempore cali. 

Denique non armis opus eſt non menibus altis 

Laeis ſua tutentur, quands omnibus onnia 
large 


Tellns ipſa parit, Naturaque Deaalarerum. 


Some Authors are of an opinion, that 
Man 1s nothing but an Ape cultivated 
others think, that as he is ſuperiour to 
Brutes in ſome things, ſo is he inferiour 
in other. By the Law ſin firſt came into 
the World , faith the Holy Scripture ; 
wherefore if Man be the only Creature 
that hath knowledge of God, then (ſay 
they) he 1s the only Creature that fins 
againſt that God whom he knows: what 

Brute 
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Brute doth a worſe thing than Man, when 
he goes into- Foreign Wars, and for 4 pence 
|- or 6 pence a day murders men that ne- 
yer. did him, wrong ? Birds quarrel with 
one another ;cither for meat, or females; 
and Men for Superſtitions, or for ſome- 
what that doth not at all concern them ; 
and now which.1s the moſt rational dif- 
pure ? St. Feroms forgetting that iris ſaid, 
No: a Sparrow falls ta the ground, without 
Gods knowledge, dothin his Expoſition up- 
on Habakkxk ſeem to limit Gods Provi- 
dence, and make it not extend to Beaſts, 
but only unta Men: alſo Cicero writes ,,, ,,, 
to the ſame purpoſe, Magna Di enrant ny, 
; parva negligunt, But this was only to lib. 1. c-3 
complement the Great ones; For as: St. 
Auſtin ſays, Dems eſt maximns in minimis : 
and as the excellency of the ſight appears 
in diſcerning the ſmalleſt object ; ſo did 
t | hethink the beauty of Providence moſt 
3 | appeard in governing regularly the ſmal- 
o | leſt Arom. Bur to return to our ſub- 


xr | ject. 

[O 
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ay Mens natural. paſſions and fears, when 


ins | not enlighrned by judicious and calm con- 
1at | fideration, nor repreſſed by a ſober tem- 
ate | D | PCr . 


34 


Anima Mundi: 
per of mind, did ever ſo tyrannize over 
them, that ſome ( as now with us) dare 
not lye alone, or go inthe dark, for feat 
, of Sprites ; but this timorouſrieſs was more 
'yenal in the ignorant Heathens, than in 
us, whobelieve thar Man bears the image 
of rhe Almighty ; for what can be more 
abſurd', than to think thar the Devil 
when he pleaſes ro'make ſport, can inveſt 
himfelf 'in the fame, ſhape with the Al- 
mizhry's Favourite? But however , ſach 
reports have given ſorne men an opportu- 
nity of fhewing the ITO their zeal, 
ro lay thoſe Spirits which never were raif- 
ed. ,The good Dzxinon of! Socrates was 
no other than his extraordſtiary prudence 
and wiſdom, which ever diftares to him 
In all his undertakings, both what to do, 
and whar to avoid ; nor did this good Ge- 
nins fail him , fave in the, cftoice of his 
Wife Xanippe, ar which time, if Match- 
es were made in Heaven, he hd certain- 
ly no Friends there: ' Tis thought there 
Is a deceptio viſus wherewith rimorous 
people are polleſs'd, thar oft-times make 
them belicve they ſee things, which they 
do not : and he that believes there are 
fach things, hath half ſeen them, and 
wants only Bratas his waking dream, ta 
ſee Tach another Apparition, who __ 
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of ſeeing what he is reported tohave ſeen 
ina dream, did only dream that he ſaw 
it, which very much ditter. 

The ingenious Dr, Brown is zealous for . 
Apparitions , and in a Reply to that 
ſhrewd Objection, That the Devil only 
appears to filly weak people , he ſays, 
That the Devil will not appear to the 
wicked, for fear of converting them : bur 
if this Argument held, he mult never ap- 
pear'to any, for certainly his appearing 
can never advance his Ringdom, but ra- 
ther the contrary. However, that God 
can raiſe up ſuch things, no man I think 
will queſtion ; but that he doth, ſo often 
as men report, no man 1s obliged to be. * 
feve. Nor ſhall I be ſo dogmartical as to 
allert the contrary, ſince there is an a&- \ 
rial Creation, and for ought we know 
every place is full of inviſible Spirits, 
which like the Wind are unſeen, yer viſt. 
ble in their effects and operations. Ths 
opinion of Spirits hath ever been received 
in the World, as we may learn from all 
Hiſtories both Ancient and Modern, and 
therefore I ſhall not be fo poſitive in my 
aſlertion as to give all Antiquity the lye. 
When I read of a Sceleton that appear'd 
in Chains to Arhenoaorus the Philoſopher ; 
and the ſame of Clesnice, that tormented 
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Pauſaxias ( who had ſlain her) as long as 
helivd; as alſo the Ghoſt of Agrippina 
did her Son Vero, Alexander ab Alexan- 
dro tells us of ſeveral Houſes in Rome, that 
were uninhabired on this occaſion : but 
particularly one of his own, wherein both 
himſelf and his daring Companion, were 
ſevercly frighined by an Apparition, Allo 
Cardan ( whom Canſabon ſtiles, Homo 
ventoſi ingenii) was for this very reaſon 
caild Aendaciſſemus, He (though in- 
credulous enough in other things ) yer 
here icems too caſte, for he not only be- 
liev'd ſuch Apparitions, but atfcCted to 
rcll ſtrange things concerning them : 


which made his great Friend Nodess, . 


(who extoll'd him in other things,)ro de- 
cry him in this. Szeronins allo tells of 
a Spirit, that appear d in Ceſ.rr's Camp, 
. juſt before lus pafſing the Rxbicon , and 
in the form of an handſom young man, 
\narching a Trumpet out of the hands 
of one of the 'Irumpeters , rherewirh 
threw hinielf in o the River, and ſwam 
over, ſounding a March all rhe while: 
( Although mcn may queſtion, whether 
this were not a Stratagem us d by Ceſar 
ro encomage his Men to procced , the 
ſuppoſed Sjarit being perhaps only a 
. yourg man that could fwim welt, and 
_ ſound 
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ſound a Trumpet. /) Therefore I ſhall 
not too confidently oppoſe a Dottrine, 
which hath been ſo long entertain'd in 
the World. Bur in all theſe matters ir 
is good to be neither too ſceptical, ſo as 
to need burning before we are convinc'd 
that the fire is hot ; nor too credulous, 
as thoſe who ſee nothing but what is in- 
viſible, and believe nothing bur what is 
incredible, 
XIV. 

Again, others whoſe [deaz were more 
chearful and vigorous , did frequently 
caſt away their lives, in hopes of being 
wrapt above the Skies ; as the IVegroes 
of Gainey uſe to do, who upon any dil- 
like of their condition , ( thinking their 
Being no longer to be preſerv'd than it 
IS a Well-being) do often make-away 
themſelves, in hopes to go dance with 
their deceaſed Friends beyond the Moun-. 
tains. The prodigious power of ſuch 
waking dreams , have producd ſuch 


horrid effefts in minds dark and ſuſcep- 


tible of them, eſpecially when they re 
preſented 7deas of Terrour. As at this 
time we frequently fee poor old filly 
Women confeſs, and really imagine that 
they have conversd with evil Sprrits, 
in the ſhape of black Dogs , or have 
| D 3 flown 
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flown .in the Air, and fo have ſuffer'd 


for Witches, when perhaps Bealam had 


been much fitter for them, Nor is a 
man that is increqulous in the point of 
Witches , without ſome reaſon on his 
fide. . The ingenious Bergerac in his Sa. 
tyrs ſaith thus: 1 have never heard any 
ſtory of Witches, but it was ſaid to. be 
acted above an hundred miles from the 
place it was told me ; the laying rhe 
Scene at which diſtahce, made me ſul- 
pect the Relators aim'd to render it im- 
poſſible for the curious to jaform ther- 
telves of the truth ; alſo Har they were 
in the ſhapes of Cats, found in the: midſt 
of a Field. Without many witnefles ; 
the teſtimony of one perſon alone ought 
to be ſuſpected in things miraculous : 
Near a Village; it was eafier' to cozen 
the Clowns : "Twas a poor. old Woman; 
Neceflity might make her lye, to ger 
money : She was old ; Age weakens 
Reaſon, and makes talk too much ; or 
elſe ſhe hath invented this Fable ro en-+ 
tertain her Neighbours withall : Age 
decays the ſight ; ſhe rook a Hare for a 
Car : Age makes fearful ; ſhe thought 
ſhe had ſeen fifty for one. And tis 
much: more probable , that any one of 
theſe things may happen , which are 
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every day ſeen, than ſuch an extraordi- 
nary accident. Again, the party thought 
to be a Witch, being ſome ignorant old 
Country-woman , hath not wit to diſ- 
intangle her ſelf from the intricate Que. 
ſtions which are put to her , whoſe un- 
derſtanding is ſo ſtupified with: the im- 
minent danger, that ſhe is rendred un- 
capable of making any - pertinent ans 
{wer to juſtifie her ſelf ; which if ſhe 
doth, men conclude the Devil ſpeaks 
in her; if ſhe ſaith nothing, they believe 
ſhe is convincd by a guilty Conſcience; 
and ſo ſhe is preſently condemned : Or 
for the better evidence whether ſhe be a 
Witch or no, they caſt her into the Wa- 
ter, where if ſhe ſinks, ſhe is drown'd ; 
and if ſhe ſwims, ſhe 1s convicted for a 
Witch. But would the Devil be ſuch a 
Fool ? He that could at another time 
give her the form of a Cat, can he not 
now give her the form of a Fly to eſcape 
in ? No, fay they, Witches lofe their 
power when they are in the hands of 


- Juſtice : But. this is ill contrived , for-it 
1s not the way to engourage others to 
_{eryve. the Devil, for him thus to aban- 


don his ſervants in. time of need , the 


. old Serpent. ſhauld - be wiſer than fo. 


Beſides it may be-obſfery'd, thatall.theſe 
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reputed Conjurers and Witches are ge- 
nerally beggarly and poor : Therefore 
3s it probable that any perſons ſhould 
expoſe themſelves , upon the hope to 
continue poor and odious, to miſery both 
in this World, and that which is to 
come ? How can it be admitted with 
reverence to the Divine Nature , that 
Prophecy ſhould ceaſe, and Witches fo 
abound, as ſeems by their frequent ex- 
curſions; which would make one think; 
the ſtrongeſt faſcination is incircled with- 
in the ignorance of the Judges, malice 
of the Witneſſes , or the ſtupidity of 
the poor parties aecuſed. Theſe are 


the things which are urged againſt this 
Opinion. 
XV. 


Others have in haſte to' their imagina-» 


\ ry Joys in another life, neglefted or de- 


ſtroy'd this. Several of Hegeſia's Audi- 
tors have been found , and cthers have 
upon reading Platos Book of kmmorta- 
tity, kill'd themſelves, and ſo made more 
haſte than good ſpeed to enjoy thoſe 
Pleaſures. Proh, mira ſtultitia & incre- 
dibilis andacia! ffernunt tormenta preſen- 
tia, aum incerta metuunt & futura, & 
dum mori poſt mortem timent , interim 


mori non timent, ita vis pavor ET fallax ' 


ſpes 
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ſhes folatio -redivivo blanditur: Where? 


by it ' appears ,. that in things which 
Narure hath not made our Reaſon ca- 
pable of foreſeeing , ( as 18 the Souls 
future eſtate') there ſtrong behef 1s not 
alway a' ſign of Truth : For in fome 
caſes who fo bold as blind Bayard ? 
There: never was any Sect fo ſottiſh 
and falſe, but may boaſt of its Mar- 
tyrs. Let this be underſtood of cor. 
rupt, unenlightned Nature , that we 
may not confound Chriſtianity with 
Paganiſm. Many good men have died 
to juſtihe , what Yaninus died madly 
to oppoſe'; ſo contrary are mens per- 
ſwaſions. Some of the eEgyptians di- 
ed fighting for the Deity of Garlick, 
others for-'the Deity of Onions ; fo 
that a miſtaken Martyrdom rather be- 
trays the eaſineſs of the Party , than 
the truth of his Cauſe. For to beheve 
otherwiſe , were te do too great an 
honour to thoſe Atheiſts or Hererticks, 
who have fuffer'd for their Irrcligion 
under the Laws of Chriſtianity, The 
Apoſtles ſuffer'd for the truth of what - 
they ſaw with their own eyes ; where- 
as many of the Heathens did but like 
Knights of the Poſt , affirm the verity 
ef things they knew not, only had L..- 
CELY 
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ceiv'd by a Traditional. hear-fay from 
others, whoſe vain Opinion of their great 
knowledgefilld them with, pride,as being 
the' only men which knew. the ſecrets of 
Heaven : like e&ſ/op's Conjurer ,, . they 
pretended to know all things which were 
done-in Heaven and Earth, but was igno- 
rant that his own Kouſe was, on fire at 
home, 
X VI. 

The two primitive Efſentials which 
conſtitute all compounded things, were 
by the Ancient Greeks term d Pſyche 
and Hyle, that is, Spirits and Mate- 
r:4 , Soul and Body, ..Both theſe. they 
held, as conſiderd in their ſingle Na- 
tures, to be from all Eternity , and to 
continue to Eternity , which together 
united in one Infinite, they held to be 
God, whom they becliev'd to be Maker 
of the Warld. Not by. operation from 
without, as a , Cook makes a 'Pye of 
{ſeveral materials , which he hath ga- 
ther d together, and being no. part ef 
him, can after it js made ſubſiſt.with- 
out..hm : but by jinoperation- rather, 
reſembling. the Soul in a, living, Crea- 
tme, which by its intrinfick ,, . plaſtick 
vertue , | forms the Animal with, all. its 
taculties. and parts , both mternal; and 
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external; nor being able to ſibfiſt withonr 
that Spirin which did firſt animate and 
inform it : hawever perform'd with no 
lefs trouble and concern to the nima 
A4nnd:, than the hairs of our head are to 
us : and to this ;noperation of the Divine 
Nature /ir gl allades, ſaying, 


Principio Calum ac Terras, campoſque liquentes 
Lucentemgue globum Luna, Titaniaque aſira ' 
Spiritus intus alit, tot angque infuſa per artas 

Mens agitat malim, & niagnd' fe corpore miſcet. 


This, I fay, was an opinion generally re- 
ceiv d among the Heathens, only the 
wifer ſort ( {o reputed ) allerted, that 
God made all things of nothing but Him- 
ſelf; whom they acknowledge to be In- 
finite, and therefore could not imagine 
that there were any other real things be- 
fides him : ſuppoſing that if there were, 
then God muſt have been but ane eminent 
thing among many others ; which to ſpeak 
or think, might be eftecm'd as great and 
ſottifh a blaſphemy in Philoſophy, as Re- 
ligion : and to this purpoſe L«cen ſpeaks, 


 Pupiter eff quodemgue vides, QC. _— 
Alſo Ovid, 
Preſentimq; refert quelibet berba Den, 
= But 
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But the abſurdity of this Opinion is al- 
ready by ſeveral ingenious Pens made 
known unto the World : As, 

x. Ifevery thing be God, or a portion 
of God, ſome parts of the Deity muſt per- 
ceive what others do not. 

2. Several parts of the Deity ( as 
Stones, Metals, &'c.) muſt be void of un- 
derſtanding. 

3. Idolatry were no crime, but only 
an amicable officiouſneſs in one part of 
the Deity toward another. To which 

poſe Athenagoras writes, ſaying, If 
God and Matter be the ſame thing un- 
der various appellations, then were it no 
leſs than Impiety in us, to deny Divine 
honour to Stones, Trees or Metals. 

Laſtly, there would be no ſuch thing as 
Virtue or Vice, Pain or Pleaſure, unleſs 


you will make God to commit the one, 
and ſuffer the other. 


XVII. 


Now they who held this vain Opinion, 
term d every Creature ( eſpecially Man, 
who 1s cſteem'd the moſt © excellent of 
all others) a Microcoſm, or little World, 
as compoſed of Pſyche and Hyle. Alſo 
Aoſes hath been thought to intimate as 
” M7 IM | much, 
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much, in ſaying , That in the beginning 
of the: Creation, the Spirit moved upon 
the Waters; for ſo the Rabbirs and Cab- 
haliſts expound him. They ſay--it was 
the \Rxah Elohim, viz. the Spirit of God, 
which moved upon the Waters. Hippo- 
crates ſeems likewiſe to agree with this 
Doctrine, aſſerting the beginning of Sub= 
lunary things to proceed from Fire and 
Warter : But Moſes, who was $kill'd in all 
the e/£gyprian Learning, alludes perhaps 
to their Higroghlyphicks , wherein the ft 
gure of an nt, ſignified God ; as a; Cy- 
pher, ſtood for a Nowentity, 5. e. for No- 
thing ; the character of Ten, did fignifie 
the World: and in the old Hebrew Chas 
racters, as in our modern Figures, of a 
different ſhape, the figure of an nit 
placed before a Cypher, ſignified Tex, by 
which was meant the World, as I ſaid: 
and hereby they expreſs'd that God made 
the World of Nothing. And perhaps in 
further conformity herewith , he is ſaid 
ro make Man more excellent than other 
Creatures, after his own Image; :that 1s, 
not in outward Efhgies, or Features of 
face and limbs, bur as the Univerſe 
compoſed - of Spirit and Body. And ſo 
they held the World to be conſiſting of 
a Bcing partly corporeal-and yiſible, and 


partly 
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partly ſpiritual and inviſible: the viſible 
or material part, by reaſon of .its more 
or lefs groſs and ſolid corporeity, is::6f 
it felf:more or leſs unfit for motion; but 
properly 'capable 'to receive the impulſes 
of rhe more ative ſpigtuat part: And 
thus 4n' the littte Workd of Man, as lang 
as his Spirit remains' in 'him;.it quickens 
his- groſs Body, carrying/itapand down 
from the 'rcmoteſt parts: of: the: Earth, 
contriving many 'projegs , and working 
great' things ; howeverio a maknenr afrer 
that'Spiric is gone the Body 18 lefr:a duY 
putrid-piece of Earth, and alÞhis Thoughrs 
tr I wa 
4 


X VIIL. 115 » 


Burt here give me keaver to Montag 
mize, and fo far to digrets from my ſub<- 
zect, as roacquaint you with a great dif- 
pute, which happen'd among the Ancients 
concerning Motion ; for although, as I 
lately told you, there were ſome who 
thought the material parr of the World 
unfit'for motion, yet there were others 
of a contrary ſcntiment.;'and from hence 
aroſe the diſptite concerning the motion 
of the Earth. Ariſtotle, Prolomy, and Ty- 
ho Brahe, hcld that it was unmovable, 


( eſpe- 


WS oy 9D C(BYABo ny yp w.,d nbd (alk pd 


Anima Mundi. 
(eſpecially the rwo former; ) becauſe 
they ſaw the Sun riſe in one place, and 
ſer in another, as alſo their Houſes ſtand 
in the ſame place to day, as they did 
yeſterday, they thought it an' infallible 


truch that the Sun danced about the --- 


Earth, whilſt that ſtood ſtill to receive 
its Salutation. In oppoſition to this Do- 
ctrine there have riſen up ſeveral men, 


both Ancient and Modern , who haye - 


afhirm'd the contrary ; it hath been dif- 
pured for above theſe 2000 years. , That 
the Globe of the Earth moved, was 'of 
old the opinion (if not of Orphens,), 'of 
Thales , Ariſtarchus , ; and Philolans the 
Pythagorean, and is maintain'd' by Coper- 
nicws, K epler, Zongomont anus , Orig a> 


Mus, &c. They held that the Sub), like 'the 


Heart of Man, is. plac'd in the midſt of - 


the Body of the Univerſe, as rhe tnoft 
convenient ſeat to heat and atmate the 
whole, and that the Earth 'mov'd about 
It: For (fay they ) we do not place a 

Candle in the corner, but in the midſt of 
the Room, when we would have it give 
moſt lighr. Beſides, the circular motign 
of the Planets round about the' Stig, 
ſeems to argue that the Earth doth the 
ſame, and the Sun ſtands till. Further, 
it 1s more reaſonable to belieye, that the 
Earth 


'I 
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Nore which hath need of light and heat, 

ould .go to ſeek whar. it wants, that 
that. the Sun ſhould go to ſeek what. it 
wants not : The Fire doth not turn be- 
fore thc, Roaſt-meat, but the Roaſt-meat 
before the Fire. Again, 'tis urged, Reit 
and Immobility ts a more. noble condi- 
tion than Motion, wherefore more pro- 
per for the Sun a type and refemblance 

'of God. And then they obſerv'd, heavy 
" things were kept up in the Air, only by 
virtue of motion, as a Stone mounted in 
the Air by a Sling ; and _therefore how 
do we know ( ſay they) bur that the 
Earth, like a Child's Humming-Top, may 
be kept up by its own motion , and the 
ſwiftneſs of that morion, like that of the 
Tops, might make it ſeem immovable, 
_ . They who deny the motion of the Earth, 
Muſt alſo deny it to hang in equilibrio, 
— "which were an abſurdity. Laſtly, it may 
ſeem much more credible, that the Earth 
Moves five Leagues in a minute , than 


"$8, -that the eighth Sphere in the ſame time 
moves above fourty milhons ; which it 
muſt do, if it be true that the extent of 
the Heavens be infinite : ſo that to have 
all the Heavens move round in twenty 
four hours, were to meaſure an infinite by 
a finite, 


But 
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But to return to, our. Anima und: : 
The dulleſt ſort of the Vulgar People u- 
ſed this word Soul, as we do that of J1a- 
teria Prima, or the Philoſophers - Stoxe ; 
they thought it be ſome ſtrange excellent 
Thing, but had no particular form'd No- 
tion thereof : And ſo did not conceive of 
being Alive in any thing, beſide their li- 
ving Body; and as ſoon as that was in 
the Grave, Attum eſt, they wereat an end. 
To which effect Seneca ſpeaks, 


Poſt mortem nihil eſt, ipſaque mors nihil, &c; 


There were another ſort clean contrary to 
them, as holding the Soul to be the Man; 
conſidering it, as inhabiting this Taberna- 
cle of Clay, or cloath'd with this Mortal 
Body, which in death they ſhed, as the 
Stag doth his Horns, or the Snake her 
Hackle. 


Sed magis ire foras, veſtemque relinquere ut x ,.4.;{ 


Anguts | | 
G auderet, prelonga ſenex ant cornua Cerum, 


Whereupon_ the more eaſic ſort adviſed 
with their Heathen- Prieſts, to learn what 
kind of Renovation they ſhould have, when 
the time came. Which Prieſts aiming at. 
their own Gain, and to render themſelves 

F, necel- 
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neccſſary, did ever invent ſome Tale agree- 
2ble to that purpole : As Yarre himſelf in- 
cenuouſly confcles, That it is convenient, 
that the Vulgar ſhould be ignorant of many 
Things that are True, and believe others 
that arc Falfe. Quum veritatem qua libe- 
retur wquirat : Ccredatur 64 expedire, quod 


fallitiur, Nay, and Plato himfelf, in his 


Republick, acknowledges, That for the 
Bencfit of Mankind, it is often neceſſary 
to deceive them: So as it ſeems, their 
Religion ſerv'd but as a Curb, where- 
withal to ride the Commonalty. From 
whence we may obſerve, that the Reli- 
Sion of Nature, when corrected only by 
a Temporal Intereſt, doth but like Arnti- 
mony prepared and made Stitiym, become 
more- Poifonous by its Correction and 
Preparation, The Pſexdo-Fathers of their 

hurch, being ſuch as brought Religion 
£9 their Intere!t, and not Intereſt to eir 
Religion; ſuliiling that Verſe of the 
Poct s.,. | 


Atgue ipſu utilitas juſti prope Mater, & 


e/Equi, 


Nevertheleſs, there were others among 
them, who being more opinionated of 
their own Abilities, would not fo cafily 
fffer theraſetves to be impoſed upon 3 


bur 
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but uſing their own Reaſon, conſulted Na- 
ture upon that point; and in ſo doing, 
took into our more uſnal way of ſearch- 
ing Knowledge, z Noetioribus ad Ignotio- 
7a : When finding their preſent Souls not 
to be kept in any ſeparate Immaterial 
Eſtate, but all their Life long, to have 
been very agreeably lodged, and enter- 
tain'd iti a bodily SubjeR, did conceive it 
Pres, that they might in like manner 
e diſpoſed of here-after, 
NN, 

Now this laſt ſort of Men, as well in 
former Apes as at this day, are thought to 
be the moſt numerous, and greateſt part 
of Mankind; that is, the People that be- 
lieve the Tranſmigration of Souls from one 
Body to another; which is by ſome re- 
ſtrain'd within the ſame Speczes, by others 
not : The Soul of a Tyrant, they thought 
after his death would go into a Lyon, Ty- 
ger, or ſome other Beaſt of Prey; becaufe 
they equally thirſt after Blood : and by the 
ſame Reaſon, the Soul of a Poct, into a 
Graſhopper, who fings till he ſtarves. 
Pythagoras writes of himſelf, That he vas 
firt Erphorb:s, then Call:dus, then Hermo- 
timus, then Pyrrhus; and laſt of all, Py- 
thagoras, This DotQtrine, as we may learn 
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Fiſeph.de from the Holy Scriptures, and Foſephus, 
| hou had tainted not only the Phariſces, but 
19-#+7- Fered himſelf, and almoſt the whole Na- 
tion of the Jews; as appears, in that 
they held Chriſt to have been Elias, or one 
of the antient Prophets. Nay, ſome of the 
Apoltles themſelves, (as St.Cyr:t obſerves) 
In Greci were milled by this Errour, as is evident 
Catena, by their Queſtion, touching the Man that 
| was born blind; Maſter, Who did ſin, this 
Joh. 9.2. Man or is Parents? For, How could 
they conccive, that he could fin before he 
was born, unleſs in ſome other Body, which 
his Soul actuated before in another Life ? 
But, what was more ſtrange, miny of the 
7ews thought Chriſt to be St. Fohn B ap- 
7:/t, who had not then been dead full three 
cars. So as by this it may appear, that 
the Tranſmigration of a New Soul, was 
by them ſuppoſed to be, not only at the 
time of ones Birth, but ſometimes in ones 
Lite alſo3 and this Conceit perhaps they 
might reccive, from obſerving how (trange- 
ly Men are often-times changed, either for 
better or worſe, both in Mind and Body, 

from what they were before. 

| +: Jo OE 

This Propreſs of the Soul ſeem'd to ma- 
ny, to be better diſpoſed for Reward and 
Puniſhment, when not reftrain'd into any 


one 
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one ſpecies, but of more free Diſſolution, 
and more ſuitable to that variety where- 
in Nature delights, as better befitting, and 
more approaching to its Infinity : And by 
this Liberty, they thought it often paſs'd 
from a Man to a Beaſt, from thence to a 
Plant, and next to a Stone, if the Circle 
were in the Deſcendent : But if in the Af- 
cendent, then its Progreſs was from more 
groſs Subjects to more Spiritual ones z 
or, God is able of Stones, to raiſe up Chil- 
dren unto Abraham. They thought, that 
in Nature there was no ſuch thing as 
Qes, the yery hardeſt Stone in time moul- 
dring into Duſt; only by a circular Mo- 
tion, from RarefaQtion to Condenſation, 
and from Condenſation to RarefaQion a- 
gain; as the Poet in theſe follwing Verſes 
defcribes it : | 


—— 


—— Reſolutaq; Tellus * 

In liquidas rareſcit aquas, tenuatur in auras, 

Atraque Humor habet, dempto quoque ponaere 
rurſus 

In ſuperos atr tenuiſſimus emicat ignes, 

Inat retrs redeunt, idemque retexitur ordo, 

Ignis enim denſum ſpiſſatus in atra tranſit, 

Hinc in aquas Tellus glomerata cogitur unda. 


The courſe which Nature takes in Govern- 
E 3 ing 
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ing. the World, is by one Contrary. pre- 

_— vailing over another: Thus the Moiſture 

P+* in the Air prevails over the. Drineſs of 
the Fire, the Coldneſs of the Water over 
the. Heat of the Air; the Drineſs of the 
Earth over the Moiſture of the Water ; 
and ſo the Moiſture of the Water over the 
Drineſs of the Earth; the Heat of the 
Air over the Coldneſs of the Water; and 
the Drineſs of the Fire over the Moiſture 
of the Air.: And thus the various Altera- 
tions are made and produced out of one 
Extream into another, Alternative, 

XXII. 

The moſt ingenious of this SeFt (as if 
they had met” with ſome blind Hint of the 
EFers Evil Angels, caſt out of Heaven ) ſuppo- 
es: ſed two Creatjons : The firſt to, have been 
| 7m ſcele. Spiritual, and that the Fall of thoſe Evil 
rum cay- Angels, occaſion'd our Corporeal Creati- 
ja. on; that ſo there might be Bodies of di- 
vers Tempers, and duration, in whom thoſe 
wicked Spirits (their Souls) ſhould be, for 
expiating their Guilt included, and accord- 
ing to their Merits, rendred ſenſible of 
more' or leſs Pain and Grief; whereof, in 
thejr Spiritual Condition, - not cloath'd 
with Fleſh and Blood, they. were unca- 

able, as they conceived : For, as the Bo- 
dy hath no Senſe without a'Soul ; ſo oy 
| 4 
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liev'd, the Soul could have no Senſe with- 
out a Body :' And this they grounded up- 
on Erroneonus Obſervations ; as ex. gr. If, 
fay they, you take out your Eye-balls, you 
have as much Soul in you as you had be- 
tore, but cannot ſee for want of thoſe Or- 
S28S; andthe Soul will bedevelted of all 
its ot2er Powers in. operating, as well as 
m that of ſeeing, when it wants its Eye- 
balls. Which Errour proceeded from 
their not underſtanding of how much a Di- 
viner Nature and Power the Soul is, than 
the Body. 
XXII. 

| Now, by Men of this vain Opinion, our 
Sublthary Orb was eſteem'd the only Hell ; 
they'thinking this World more proper, and 
better - proportion'd' to, the Offences and 
Capacities of the wicked Soul, in our pal- 
fionate and momentary Condition, than 
the Tradition, of everſaſting Torments, for 
ating thofe Vices which their Nature 
prompted them to: or,as a learned Gentle- 
man of our own Nation expreſſcs it, for 
not being ſound, when we are created 


', 


' fick. An pr ſo unlikely to procure 


our Pardon with God, that it ſhould prove 
uneffeRual with one of us, if a Man that 
had robbed” and wounded us., ſhould 
tal us, He was prompted thereunto by 
E 4 his 


33 


F-< orat; 


Anima Mundi. 


his Nature or Inclinations. 

I donot find by their Writings, that they 
believ'd evil actiops ſo much to proceed 
from the Devil, as their own corrupt Na- 
WU. Wn 


Format enim Natura prius nos intus, QC, 


And therefore many of them thought that 
the only evil Spirits which hurried men to 
ruine, were their own paſſions, Love, Fear, 
Anger, Ambition, Revenge , Luſt, QC, 
which paſſions are generally the cauſes of 
mens deſtrucion, - both in lives and for- 
tunes. That Paſſion is an enemy to the 
knowledge of the Truth, both in diſcourſe 
and writing, we our ſelves experience. 
God” came not in the Earthquake, nor 
Whirlwind, but in the ſtill Yoice: and we 


ſhall never hear Reaſon deliver'd in Paſh- 


on.” ' But that which chiefly induc'd the 
Heatheps, to impute all their Vices'to thejr 
own corrupt Natures, was this, becauſe 
they could hardly believe, that God would 
ſuffer a declared Enemy ſo far to prevail a- 
Sainſt him, as when he would have all men 
ſaved,” the Devil ſhould ſo far over-rule, 
as through his inſtigation a thouſand men 
ſhould be damn?d, for one that is ſaved; 
which would happen, if all vicious perſons 
TITEL LE En ——_ —_— were 
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were denied Salvation. But this objeCtion 

of theirs will be rendred vain, if we conſi- 

der the Devil as God's Executioner, ha- 

ving no power but from above. i 
er XXIV. 

As for the aforementioned Doc- - 
trine of Tranſmigration, it abounds much 
at this day in Cha and both the Indies, e- 
ſpecially the Eaſt, where the great ſwarms 
of Mankind live; beſides vaſt nombers in 
America and Africa, As for the Mahome- 
tans, (who are no ſmall part of Mankind) 
although they have a Religion, ſo craftily 
fitted to vulgar capacities, as?tis thought 
to be the moſt politick, and likely to 
ſpread and laſt, that ever was invented; 
Yet even among them they have a Sect or 
Hereſie exceeding numerous, call'd by the 
Arabians Altenaſack, which ſignifies thoſe 
that hold Tran/arigration of Soxls ; and the 
whole Mahometan Superſtition, (although 
it gives not the Soul a new Bedy in this life) 
allows departed Souls new Bodies, freſh & 
lIuſty, in the life to come, withont which 
it could not enjoy their ſenſual Paradiſe, 
which the Alchoran promiſes them. But 
it ſtill cenſures thoſe of the Altzenaſack, for 
Hereticks, chiefly becauſe they can't be- 
lieve the everlaſting and mercileſs Hell, 
eſteeming it a thing that would rob hn 
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his Arttibute of Mercy, which they ha 
were not infinite (as all his Attributes muſt 
be) jf in no meafure it extended-t6 the 
molt wicked and wretched Creatures! Nwt 
confidering how flttort foever a mans life is, 
it- matters not, for he: hathian' offet made 
kim,. .cither of eternal happineſs or niifery; 
and he might chuſe either which he pfea® 
fes:: ., Nor is Eternal miſery more' difj 
portionable to: a vicious life,. thun-EromaÞ 
happinefs to a vertuous; ſo that he plays 
but ypon the ſquare: eittier way. 


Now amongſt thoſe Heathefis there were 
2 third ſort of men, whoſe fancy” (as they! 


themſelves thought) was'of very obvious! 


experience, but ' feem'd: tobe ſtifted ard! 


ſappreſſed, as neicherſuiting to the- wifh- 

c3:of: men, nor:conducive'to the governitig 
ofthem:. Ant theſe are thoſe. which con- 
ceiv'daman to be neither Sov nor Body, 


but enly the:Refult” of their Conjuncion, ' 


whichwanifſhimg, he was' for ever'uncori- 
cemd-and loſt, Becauſe that which itv its 
teſteſtate was eſteem'd but'a ſhadowiupon 


Earth, they ignorantly ſuppoſed, muſÞon 


the: parting:of:the Body, whoſe. ſhadow it 
vas, be for ever: loft; Yea, an@ as I 


ſcv/d*before out of Lucrevins,” they held | 
tha if rhe ſame:!Bbdy could! return upon - 
Eauth: hogan, andvbe reunited to it; that-- 


c might 
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might conſtitute a new man, but of no con- 
cern to the former ; no more than my ſha- 
dow which I ſhall haye next year, will 
be to my this years ſhadow, although 
I have the ſame body next year, as [ 
have this. And this Chimera of theirs is 
by one of their own Writers compar'd.tq 
Clouds gathering together, under the re- 


7 


reſentation of various ſhapes, as of a 
Caftle, Gyant, Mountain, or the like : In 
which appearances they often produce 
real effets,as Thunder,Lightning, Winds, 
Rain, cc, till by-their ſeparation the Gy» 
ant, Caſtle or Mountain vaniſh ;, as: alſo 
the real effeRts ſoon paſs away, but till 
the ſame Clouds remain, though in new 
Conjecures and Appearances; which vain 
Opinion is expreſs'd in theſe verſes, 


As Clends in ſhape of Men diſpers'd by Wind, 
The vaniſhd Men doleave the Clouds behind; 
So's Man of Sorl and Body made in one, 

Which ſever'd, eachhave Being, but hc none, 
Pure Natures mix, and part without «ccay, 
Lut what fromthem reſults,quite fades + way. 


3 


Thus in ſad earneſt, true thold Prove *s found, 


A man betwixt two Stools doth jall to 
thGround, 
XXV, 


In anſwer to this wicked opinion, I ſhall 
only 


Anima Mund:. 


only recite that ingenious Argument which 
Tertultian long fince us'd upon the ſame oc. 
caſion. © O man that make(ſt this objetion 
©to me, think what thou waſt before crea- 
©ted ; thou waſt nothing, for if any thing 
* thou couldſt not but remember it. Thou 
© then that waſt nothing before thy Creati- 
© on, and when ceaſeſt to live ſhalt return 
* to nothing, why canſt thqu not once again 
© be brovght out of nothing, by the will 
© of the ſame Creator, who at firſt created 
*thee of nothing ? Will there come any 
*new thing unto thee, ſeeing he made no 
© difficulty to create' thee what thou waſt 
© not? thou oughteſt not to ſuſpect, but that 
the can as eaſily re-make thee what thou 
©waſt. We ſee every day, the light after 
Cit hath loſtits darkneſs, reaſſumes it ; the 
* Stars loſe their light, and recover it again : 
©Time begins at the ſame term it finiſhed ; 
© Fruits drop off from the Trees, and yet 
*come again in their ſeaſon : The Corn af- 
*ter its beard is grown long with age, falls 
©*to the ground and corrupts, but it wants 
not its Reſurretion ; therefore why 
©ſhould we think, that Man ſhould be leſs 
* worthy of another life, then any of theſe 
* things which are made but for his ſervice ? 
Although we cannot Mathematically de- 
monſtrate the ſame,any more then they can 


the 
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the contrary, yet the belicf of the Reſur- 

reQion, is 1 am ſure more for the Honour 

of God, and ſaſcty and happineſs of Mar. 
XX VI. 

Now theſe kind of Heatheniſh Souls, 
ſeem too Airy to raiſe any foundation 
whereon to build the Principles of Vertue, 
or Moral honelty. One Motive which in- 
duc'd them to believe mens Souls to be ſuch 
Phantomes, was their obſerving men to 
be ſo much delightcd,and obſtinately taken 
with the Fictions and fantaſtical Inventions 
of Poetry and Superſtition : which have nei- 
ther truth, or ſo much as poſhbility in them, 
and therefore no fit food for any thing that 
hatha real Being, but their waking Dreams 
are far from deſerving credit upon this pre- 
tence, unleſs that be a ſufficient Reaſon, 
which an ancient Writer delivers in theſe 
words, Credibile quia Impoſſible, according 
to that old ſaying, Qnanto abſurdins, tanto 
melins. PRE 

XX VII. 

 Epicurus perceiving the number of Senſu- 
al men, to exceed by far that of the more 
Spiritual, laid the foundation of his Sect in 
ſenſual Pleaſures, and held a Corporeal 
Soul the better to fit it for thoſe Corporeal 
Pleaſures; and then to ſecure this Anima a- 
gainſt thoſe ſevere after-reckonings, the 


apprehenſions 


Sy 


 Fucret. 


lib. Z» 
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apprehenſions whereof he perceived God 
and Nature had implanted in the hearts of 
all men, he gave it a Qazeta eff, by preten- 
ding that the Soul is extmCc in death, or at 
leaft to vaniſh into an eternal inſenſibility,as 
unconcern'd as if it had never been. The fi- 
ner ſort of wits, unwilling to fall ſo low, 
could not admit of this total mortality of 
the Soul, however they were ſo weak as to 
acknowledge, that his Reaſons feem'd very 
powerful to affert it. As firſt, to behold the 
Soul in its Infancy very weak, and then by 
degrees with the Body to grow daily more 
and more vigorous, till it arrives to its per- 
feRion, from which eſtate together with the 
Body it declined, till the deerepitude of the 
one. and dotapge of the other, made it ſeem 
to them probable, that they ſhould both 
likewiſe periſh together. 


—---— Gign pariter cm corpore & ung 
Creſcere 'entimus,paritcrq; ſeneſcere mentem., 


As alfo that the many abominable paſſions 
of mans Soul, ſeem'd to be its diſeaſes, and 
to argue its mortality, as plainly as bodily 
difeaſes do that of the Body : and that the 
impuring them only to the iraſcible or con- 
cupiſcible parts, thereby hoping to keep the 
rational part ſafe, was, ſay they, as if one 

ſhould 
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ſhouldfancy that an Ulcer in the Heart or 
Liver could not by conſequence deſtroy the 


Brain. 


Mentem ſanary corpus ut egrum 
Cernimus, & fietls medicina. poſſe videnms, 


Moreover, that in old age men felt their 
minds oppreſs'd with cares, to faint into a 
kind of deſpondency, and asfit for a Grave, 
as one that is tired witha long and weart- 
ſow Journey, 1s fora Bed: and even in its 
{trongelt eſtate, a Fever, Apoplexy, or little 
bite a of mad Dog, deſtroys all its moſt 
glorified, ſcientifical faculties. 


ry 


Thad. 


——Corpoream naturem anmi efſ, © neceſfſe eft, Curr 2: 


Corporets quontam telis, ittuque laborat, 


The laſt Argument they held, was as vain as 
any of the reſt, viz, They could not appre- 
hend how two things of ſo different natures 
as mortality and immortality,Body & Soul, 
ſhould mix and aflociate together ſo long. 


Ouippe etenim mortale aterno jungere & une. 


Conſentire putare, & fangs mutua poſſe, 
Deſipereeft, QC. 


— 


By theſe and ſuch like ſymptoms, they ſu. 
pecicd 


lib. 3. 


It. 


Anima Mund:, 
peed the Soul to be of a mortal condition, 
although of a Divine off-ſpring : and as at 
the Seige of Troy, Sarpedon Jupiter's own 
Son was knock'd on the head, as well as the 
ordinary Trojans;lo they ignorantly thought 
the Soul (though of a Diviner extraCtion 
then the corporeal parts, might in ſuch baſe 
company be cruſh'd, ——- S:mul vo feſſa 
fatsſcir,But theſe and the reſt of their Argu- 
ments are ſooh anſwered, in laying all the 
fault on the corporeal Organs, which being 
by Age or other diſorders made to fail,cau(- 
ed a proportionable failing in the faculties. 
Whereupon they conjeftur'd,that in a total 
failing of the Orgaris, occaſion*d by death; 
there muſt conſequently follow an equal 
failing, as they thought, of the faculties ; 
as it fares with a Watch, which if it hap- 
pens by fall or other accidents, to have a 
Wheel broken, however the Spring remain 
intire, yer it becomes uſeleſs, and'the Mo- 
tions ceaſe, Theſe wetfe the moſt plauſible 
Arguments for their vain Opinion of the 
Souls mortality, which deſerve rather the 
name of blind Conjectures, then convin- 
cing Arguments. 
Bos XXVIIT. 

The Nature of the Soul is ſo' obſcure,that 
the moſt diſcerning Philoſophy could not 
tell what to: make of it, ſorne holding'it to 


be 
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be Fire, others Water ; ſome one thing, 
ſome another : and if they were ſo divided 
in the Nature of the Soul, how much more 
uncapable were they to judge of the Souls 
future eſtate? Eraſ-ms concerning the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, ſaith, Hoc mihi per 
ſuaſet non humana Ratio ſed Fides, Howe- 
ver, I think there may be much more ſaid 
for the Immortality of the Soul, than can be 
urged againſt it, There is not any opinion 
in the World, hath been more generally re- 
ceiv'd in the hearts of men, than this of the 
Souls future eſtate : and how ſhould it have 
been ſo long rooted in our minds, were 
there nothing of truth in it? Nature which 

makes nothing in vain, hath implanted fn 
Man a defire of Immortality, which deſire 

is vain if he be not capable of it. Nothing 

15 corrupted but by its contrary, and there- 
fore that which hath no contrary (as the 

Soul) muſt be free from corruption, The 

Harmony of the World, which permits not 

things to paſs from one extreme to another 

without ſome mean, requires, that as there 

are pure Spirits and Intel];gences, which are 

immortal, and Subſtances corporeal and 

mortal; ſo there is a middle nature be- 

tween theſe two, Man, calld by the P/#to- 

#:ſts on this account, the Horizon of the U- 

rmverſe, becauſe he ſerves for a link and 
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medium to nnite the Hemiſphere of the In- 
tell]-ctnal Nature, with the inferiour He- 
miſphere of the Corporeal Nature, Alſo 
ſince the Sovi can know all ſorts of Bodies, 
it mutt be cont. quently exempt from all 
corporeal Enticy. As the Tongue to judge 
arizht ol ſupours, mu:t 1t ſelt have none ; 
the ſame may be ſaid of the eye, to diſcern 
w:{} of colours. To ſay that the Soul is 
mortal, becauſe it acts only by the help of 
its Organs, were to ariw a concluſion from 
an uncertainty, it being never yer prov 'd, 

that the Soul cann't act ot it ſelf wir1our 
ics Organs. The Law of all Nations is the 
Law v! Nature, and the belief of the Souls 
Immortality 1s a dictate of it : But the op- 
poſe:s are as rarc as Earth-quakes, which 
(iithere were no other Reaſons) would be 
a iniſerable Argument to prove tne motion 
of the Earth. Remorſe of Conſcience, and 
Gods Juitice not puniſhins all (ins in this 
lite, preſuppoſes another, Pomponartits Un- 
derpretznce of defending the Souls Immor- 
tality. hath fought againſtir : and profeſſing 
himſelf a Perrpatetickh,, hath in this particu- 
lar embraced the ſentiment of Epicurus, ſay- 
ins, that although the Sovl of man ſhould 
be mortal, yet Vertue would ſufficiently 
recompence it {<lf, thereby deſigningtoren- 
der the belief of the lmmortality of the 
gOU 
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Soul unneceſlary. But ſuppoſing this to be 
irue of Vertue, yet wwoul; it not be equa! ai 
true of Vice, tiiat tacy which alldict rae: 

ſelves thereunto, arc ſulncicntly cunithed 
by doings fo, Nor was th:re ever yet ſuch a 
Law-giver heard of, that citabliſhed a con- 
{titution to puniih a man for Robbery, by 
forcing him to commit Aqulter 


19998 C Yrs Of. 
his death-bed doclired to his twy Sons. that !: 


he could never bel 'C, tnat tne Soul all 
the while it15 contain” ain: 15 mortal Body, 
ſhould live, and at terws ris die and be 
ſenſcleſs, bit ratacr aitcr death the Soul 1 

mo't wife. An cx lege \p! 


ww & —_ 


eech,and worthy 
of himſelf. If in the behalf oi this Article, my 
Arguments prove not ſo cfrectual as ar firit 
| deſign'd tiem,my excuſ* may be the ſame 
as Plato made for nimfel; unon rhe like 
occaſion, v:z., *tis ſifticient if any ſoea'!; 
but probably in fo difticu't a ſubject, 
XA1A 

There is an ancient Mixim in Pioſo- 
ply, viz, Nihil eſt ia Intelleftu, quod no 
prins fuit in Senſis, AV our knowledce 
ariſes out of the Experience which 
our Senſes give us: and therefore a 


man born throughly' deaf, can have no 


apprehenſion of Mulic';t. Bur the ton! is 
of a ſpiritual nature, and ſo in 1t ſelf ut- 
terly wr by our ſenſes; the 

C2 Sou! 
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Soul ir (clf alone, can reflect on its own 
acts and conceptions, *iis indeed very 
unſaic, any farther than it can be made ap- 
pear we arc guided by the clue of Divine 
Revclation, to gueſs and diſcourſe over- 
boid!y concerning the nature of the Soul, 
or peremptorily to determine of its future 
condition : Whercin among all tne Anci- 
cats, Ply hath been clteemed the moſt 
cavtious, who to diret our Prognolticati- 
cn therein, calls us back to obſerve the 
time palt, and from thence to conjecture, 
waat will become of us hereafter : Ac- 
cording to tat of the Tragxdian, Quzrts 
Gao jaceas poſt obitum loco ? Quo non nata 
1:ceat, ds if the wheel went rather round, 
than forward, As Seneca the Philoſopher, 
who blially ſurmis'd the Doctrine of fu- 
ture Joys to be magis optantium, quam do- 
ce#1ic2 5 and by tne ſam? .realon, the 
Terrours of the Infernal Lake to be 12s 
t121 Nun, C171 probantinmn, But evcry 
man's Contcicnce tells him another tale, 
"Th furds Uirbere cadit, objecting the tcr- 
rour oi a Judgment to come, 
XXX. 

_ Yet foras much as in all Ages there were 
found ſome Monſters of Mcn, who having 
n9 ſenſe of Divine Goodneſs, or Natural 


Juitice, would. confound all Humane So- . 


cicty, 
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ciety, as not having in themſelves any re- 
ſtraint, either from Nature or Religion. 
For ſuch the Heathen Law givers dit 
wiſely provide a Pluto, a Whip and a Gal- 
lows; of all which the Gallows prov'd moſt 
efteRual on thoſe that were debauched, be- 
yond all fear of puniſhment hereafter, ſo 
they could but eſcape in this life. And 
even among us, where the Light of the 
Goſpel ſhines ſo bright, and where thcre is 
ſuch excellent Preaching, a man that fre- 
quents the Seſſions-houſe, will ſoon find 
how great a ſhare of our preſervation we 
owe to the Publick Executioner, 
XXXl. 

The Heathen Philoſophers (as I ſhew'd 
you) were much Gcivided in their Opinions 
concerning the Souls future eſtate, ſome 
held it mortal, others immortal, Of 
thoſe that held the mortality of the Soul, 
the Epicureans were the chicf Sc, who 
notwithſtanding their impious Doctrines, 
yet ſome of thejr lives were vertuous, 
Cardan had ſogreat a value for their Mo- 
ral actions, that he appear'd in Jultifica- 
tion of them, © Tt appears (ſays he) by 
* the Writings of Cicero and Diogenes La- 
© ertius, that the Epicureans did more rC- 
*ligiouſly obſerve Laws, Picty, and Fide- 
*lity among men, than cither the Stocks 
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* or Platoniſts : and 1 ſuppoſe the cauſe 
© thereo! WasSy that (4s Galen tells US) A 
© man is either good or evil by cultum, but 
© none conhdeth in thoſe, that do not pro- 
 Ieſs ſanity of liic, Wherciore they 
* were compclicd to uſe griater Ficelity, 
' thereby the * beiter to Juirine their pro- 
Ciefion 3 from which rcaſon it likewiſe 
* procecas, that at this day icw £o equal- 
©1izE the fiielity of Uſurers, notwith- 
* ſtanding they are mott baſe in the reſt 
© of their life Alſo among the Fes, 
* whillt the Pharrſces that conteſs'd the 
' Reſurrection, and the Immortality of 
©the Sonl, frequently perſecuted Cm ſt : 
* the Sadodnces who cenyed the Refur- 
© reCtion, Ar gels and © Spirits, mecadled not 
with him aLove once or twice, and that 
* verv'y Wy t00, Thus 1f you compare 
© the Liveis of Pliry 1nd $S:zcca, (1 do not 
* mean tliew rity £8) You ſhali find 7 
©: with his moral. y of the Soul, cid 


J 
©asS far CXCECG Serta is honcity of mane 
*ncrs, 28 $c:cca exce's him in Religious 
* Ciſccurie, The Epricircans oLierv'd ho- 


© nelty above others, 2 in their con- 
Cyirfition were y valiy ſound inciienſive 
© and vertuous. and for that icaſon were 
© often craploy < by the Romans, when 
© thcy covld perſwade them to  ac- 

© cept 
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* cept of great Employs; for their fault 
*was not any want of ability or honelty, 
* but their general delire of leading a 
private lif-, cafie and free from trou- 
* ble, alithoi'gh inglorious. For where 
*Immorctality is not own'd, taere can be 
*no ainbition of poſthumous Glory, ſach 
*as excited Tyrants to commit thoſe fol- 
*lics, whica the Poct derides in theſe two 
*lines : 


—— Idemens & ſavas curre per Alpes 
Ur pueris placeas, & aeulamatio fias, 


* Now ſuch as theſe were none of the E- 
© pxcureans, but they initead of thoſe bloody 
© Scencs of Gallantry, undcrtook to mn- 
©age carcfully the Inheritances of Or- 
© phans; breeding up at tiacir own charge 
©the Children of their deccaſcd ÞPricncs, 
*and were counted £00d mcn, unicls it 
© were in point of Rel'sious worthip : 
* For they conſtantly attirm'd there were 
no Gods, or at Icalt ſuch as conccrn'd 
© not themſelves with humane affairs, ac- 
*cording to that of tlie Poct, 


\ "I. . . . \ 
NVec bene promecritis Caputur nec rangiuur ia, Licret, 


«Neither (as he o0eS on.) doth the hopes 
F 4 © of 
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© of Immortality conduce to Fortiude, as 
* ſome vainly ſuggeſt, for Brutus was not 
© yalianter then Caſſizs, and if we will con- 
© feſs the truth, the deeds of Brutus were 
© more cruel then thofe of Caſſius : For he 
* uſed the Rhoarans that were his Enemies 
* far more kindly, then Brutus did thoſe 
© 3micable Cities which he govern'd. In 
© 4 word, though they both had a hand 
<in Caeſar's murder, yet Brutus was the 
© only Parricide, So that the Sro:cks which 
© believ'd a Providence, liv'd as if there 
©were none, whereas the Epicureans who 
© denyed it, liv'd as if there were. This 
is that which Cardan urges (perhaps with 
an impious intent) in favour of the Ep:- 
cureans, Which is not at all convincing, 
nor will it ſerve to wipe off the deſerved 
reproach caſt upon them. I eſteem the 
Epicurean Philoſophy like Gaming, even 
when manag'd with the greateſt Art and 
Cu 14 CÞnning, to be but a rational kind of mad- 
tone ir. neſs, Beſides, however there might have 
ſanire» been found ſome few good men of all 
Sects, how abſurd ſoever, yet that muſt 
not go for a ruled caſe that the Set is 
ſo. That Opinion which conduces moſt 
co the good of Mankind, is to be incqu- 
raged, If theſe led ſuch vertuous lives, 
while they weie under the obſcurity of 
CE IT me ; Paganiſm 
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Paganiſm and a wrong perſwafion, how 
much more eminent would they have 
been, had they been guided by a true 
Light ? Beſides, all Hiltorians agree not 
that Seneca was ſo vicious, and Epicurys 
himſelf ſo vertuous, neither Dion nor La- 
ertins being altogether infallible. 
XXKXll. 

The next Sect to the Epicareans in point 
of incredulity concerning the Soul, 1 con- 
ceive to be the Scepricks, who were by 
ſome eſteemed not only the modeſteft, but 


the moſt perſpicacious of all Sefts. They 


neither affirm'd nor denyed any thing, 
but doubted of all things; Ommia in rebus 
humanis dubia, incerta, ſuſpenſa; magis om- 
nia veriſimlia, quam vera, They thought 
all our knowledge ſeem'd rather like truth, 
then to be really true, and that for ſuch like 
reaſons as theſe. 

1, They denied any knowledge of the 
Divine Nature, becauſe, ſay they, to 
know adzquately is to comprehend, and 
to comprehend is to contain, and the thing 
contain'd muſt be leſs than that which con- 
tains it; to know inadequately, is not 
to know. 

2. From the uncertainty of the Senſes, 
as ex, gy, our Eyes repreſent things at a 
diſtance to be leſs than really they are: A 

| ſtraight 
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ſtraight ſtick, in the water ſeems to be 
crooked; the Moon to be no bigger than 
a Cheeſe; the Sun greater at Riſing and 
Serting, than at Noon : The Shore ſeenis 
to move, and the ohip to {tand ſtill, 
ſquarc things to be round at dittance ; 
an crec: Fillar, to be leſs at the trop. 
Neither do we know (lay they) whether 
objccts are really ſv as our cyes repreſent 
them to us; for the iume thing which ap- 
pears white to us, ſfrems yellow io him 
that hath the Jaundies, ng red toa Crea» 
ture that hath red eyesy allo if aman rubs 
his eyes, the figure which he behoids iecms 
long or narrow; and taerviore it is not 
improbabl-, but th 2T Goats by Cats, end 6- 
ther Cr: 'arQgres, which have } 1ONS Pl /PliS of 
the eyc, may alſo inink th5ſe this. vs long 
which we call 161d: For as Glaſſes re- 
preſent the object varicuſly according to 
their ſhape, ſo it may be with our yes: 
And ſo the ſcale of Hearing deccives : 
Thus tae Eccho or Trumpet ſounded in a 
Valley, makes the ſound ſeem before us, 
Wh2n it is behind us, Beſides, how can 
We think that an Ear, which hath a narrow 
paſſage, cn receive the ſame ſound with 
that vhich hath a wide one? Or the Ear 
whoſe infide is full of hair, to hear the 


fame with a ſmooth Ear ? Experience tea- 
cheth 
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cheth us, that if we ſtop, or half ſtop our 
Ears, the ſound cometh not in the ſanie 
manner. as when the Ears are open, Nor 
is the Smelling. Taſt or Touch leis ſubject 
to miſtake:For the ſame ſcents pleaſe ſome, 
and diſpleaſe others ; and fo in our Taſts, 
to a rough and dry tongue that very thin 

ſeems bitter, (as in an Ague) which to 
the moiſt tongue ſecms otherwiſe; and ſo 
is it in other Creatures, Tic like is true 
of the Touch :; For it wer: av.iþ io think, 
that thoſe Creatures which are covered 
With Shels, Scalcs, or Hairs, ſhould have 
the ſame ſenſe in touching with thoſe that 
are ſmooth. Thus one and the ſame ob- 
ject is diverſly judged of, 2ccorcing to the 
various qualities of the In!truments of 
Senſe, which conveycth it to the Imagi- 
nation ; from all which the Sceprich con- 
cludes, that what theſe things are in their 
own nature, whether rcd, white, bitter or 
ſweet, he cannot tell: for, ſays he, why 
ſhould I prefer my own conceit in affirming 
the nature of things to be thus, or thus, 
becauſe it ſecmeth ſo to me ? when other 
living Creatures perhaps think it others 
wiſe, But the greateſt fallacy is in the 0- 
peration of our inward ſenſes : for the fan- 
cy ſometime is perſwaded, thar it hears 
and ſees what it doth not; and our Rea- 
ſonipg 
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foning is ſo weak, that in many difciplines 
ſcarce one demonſtration is found, though 
this alone produces Science, Wherefore 
it was Democritus his opinion, that Truth 
is hidden in a Well, that ſhe may not be 
found by men. Now although this DoR- 
rine is very inconſiſtent with the light 
of Chriſtianity, yet I could wiſh Adam 
had been of this perſwaſion, for then he 
would not have mortgaged his Poſterity 
as he did, for the purchaſe of a Twilight 
Knowledge. Now from theſe ſiniſter ob- 
ſervations it was, that they eſtecmed all 
our Sciences to be but Conjectures, and 
our Knowledge but Opinion. Whereup- 
on doubting the ſufticiency of humane Rea - 
ſon, they would not venture to affirm or 
deny any thing of the Souls future ſtate, 
but civilly and quietly gave way to the 
Doctrines, & Ordinances under which they 
lived, without raifing or eſpouſing any new 
Opinions. And in thoſe times all the great 
Innovations and Embroilments among 
men, were {ct up by the Srorcks and Pla- 
zoniſts, who were highly poſſeſs*d with 
the defire of Immortality and Glory. 
Which thing being obſerved, did great 
violence in thoſe days to the belief of 
the Souls Immortality, making men the 
leſs willing to cenſure thoſe for Atheiſts 


who 


 Y ——— —- Le Xxzaca FEY S—__—_  a£<. , _ Aw 


Anima Mund:. 


who doubted or denyed it, but fociably 
to admit them into buſineſs, and Truſts 
of the higheſt importance, The Chineſes 
have a Religious Sect calPd the Nanto- 
lines, who preach up publickly the Souls 
Mortality. Alſo at this day in the Eaſt- 
Indies, (where the greateſt ſwarms of 
Man-kind live, and thoſe of many Seas 
and Religtons,) it is found by our Mer- 
chants trading thither, that not only the 
far greateſt number are of thoſe which 
believe no other rewards or puniſhments 
for the Soul, except what it ſhall after 
death meet with, in a new Body upon 
Earth; but alſo they find by Commerce 
with them, that they are the moſt emi- 
nently remarkable for their honeſty, a- 
bove any of the other Sects, From 
whence Poſtcllns obſerves, that few men 
can debauch Nature in themſelves to ſuch 
a degree, as to commit all the wicked- 
neſs they were capable of, notwithſtand- 
ns they believ'd no reward or puniſhment 
hereafter : For, ſays he, you mult either 
acknowledge Superſtitions unneceſſary, or 
elſe defile your ewn Natures, and cons 
feſs men to be worſe then Bealts, who 
can live without thoſe terrours, and yet 
nat Gevour one another unleſs in caſes 
9f neceſſity, 
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XXXII1I. 

Thns if you ſ-rwoully recolle the Hea- 
then O51 073 cmpMerans the Souls eitate 
aft-r deat) v2 hill fand that che mott in- 
quilittve Q Ni y. £12.N, had bat a ſlender 
Conceit of the 5oals eternal condition, or 
at bet th:y thoughe (as Bermer ſays 
the inhabitznts of [14/4 believe, ) that it 
would mix with the Soul of the World 
again : lizz W iter rikxen out of the Q- 
cean ina Bvrcis, and ſvims therein for a 
while, tiſl by ſme accidenre or other be- 
ing broke. it returns hack co the S2a from 
whence it vas ava; 07 {Ie piſſing from 
one Body to another, an4 then in either 
caſe, its condition, whether good or bad, 
would be of no concern to its former Ow. 
ner. Which made S-zeca little value 
his future ſtate, as to ſpeak of it with a 

u1d mibi curg (wit T7 ensfus 74 ? So that up: 
on what | can nd, they 109';'d upon Man 
to be made up of Soul and Body together ; 
not Body without $501. nor Soul without 
Boly. but Man to be the Reſult of both, 
viz. Soul and Zoly. \Vich wnom (ac- 
cordins to their vain Oninion) it fares 
afrer dearth, as with a Parliament after 
Difſ>lution, which being -nade up of three 
Eſtates, Lords Spiritual, Lords [emporal, 


and Commons, remain a Parlzament whilſt. 
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the King pleaſes to grant them his Fat - 
But when the King gives his word to Diſ- 
ſolve it, the three £ ſtates reinain itill, bur 
the Parliament is gone. And thus they 
held Man to be the Reſult of Soul ard Bo- 
dy, till God pleafes to command his dif- 
ſolution, afrer whici the Soul and Body 
remain in a ſeparate Being, only that the 
Man as well as the Farliamznt is loitinthe 
Diſſolution. And to proceed iurrhcr with 
th1s compariſon, as the Parliament ICDIC= 
ſents the I&ingdom, of which they are a 
ſmaller part, ſo did the Heathens believe 
that Man in ſome kind repreſents the Al- 
mighty, of wiom he 1s 2 portion, $9 ag 
by this we may ſec the eft:c&t of all their 
impious Tencats, concerning the Souls fu- 
ture eſtate, was, that Man is bat, a Paſ- 
ſenger in this life, and tie World his lane, 
till fickn-ſs brings up the Reckoning, 
and Deata comes in with an AZ zs 
paid, 


XANXXIV. 


Theſe were the moſt conſiderable O- 
pinions of the Heathen Fhiloſophers ; yet 
for as much as there was never any Seat 
but had ſome defect either in Theory or 
Practice: Some have thought it beſt not 
LO 
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fo eſpouſe any, but to imitate the Bee, 
and to gather what is good out of each. 
Which was the way of Potamon of Alex- 
andria, who (as Diogenes Laertins re- 
cords) founded a Sect called Elett:ve, 
which allow'd every one to chuſe what 
was beft in all Philoſophies, When I ſe- 
riouſly refle& upon many of theſe groſs 
erroneous Tenents, recited in this dif- 
courſe, I cannot but acknowledge with 
Cicero, That there is no Doctrine, how 
abſurd and fooliſh ſoever, which hath not 
had ſome Philoſopher for irs Champion ; 
not that I have ſo mean an opinion of 
Philoſophy it ſelf, (which is indeed the 
frue knowledge of cauſes and effeRts, eſpe- 
cially the Moral part of it, as to believe 
it altogether unneceſſary in the Govern- 
ment of Mankind. Some there be that have 
damn'd all other Philoſophers for Epicr- 
mas his ſake, as thinking them no Friends 
to Religion. But ſich perſons do ad par- 
c 7eſpicere, and therefore judge according- 
ly : For though a lawful acquaintance with 
Events-and Phiezomena that appcar on this 
Theatre of the World, would contribute 


Luce lib much to free mens minds from theſervitnde 
x. prope of Superſtition, Art:s Religionum aninios no- 


ais exfolorre ; yer it would breed a ſober 
and 
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and amiable belicf of the Deity, as it did in 
the Pythagoreans, Platoniſts, and other Sects 
of Philoſophers, if we may take their own 
word for it. He is a ſuperhcial Philoſopher 
who adheres to Atheiſm, as a Noble Philoſo- 
pher ſpeaks to this purpoſe : Philoſophy and 
Religion being like two wheels in a Watch, 
though they move contrary, yet are both 
conducive to the regular motion and govern- 
ment of Mankind. 
XXXV, 

Now to all theſe various Opinions, there 
have been oppoſed various Objections: As 
firſt, If the Soul be a portion of the Divine 
Spirit, inſeparable trom that its Original, and 
acted thereby, men would then indulge 
themſelves, by thinking all the Evil they 
ebmmitted would go upon Gods Score, ra- 
ther than their own : Et mallent emendare 
Deum., quam ſeipſos : That all Induſtry were 
diſcourag'd, all blame or praiſe taken away. 
Therefore Tully calls this Ignava Ratio : Who 
blames the Sword for a murder, and not the 
hand that imployes it ? Nay, in Creatures 
ſenſible, if a Lion or a Serpent kills a man, 
they but aCt according to their Natures. To 
all which their uſual Anſwer was, by a con- 
{tant allowing unto the Soul of Man a free- 


dom of Will, not ſubject to be forced ont of 
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its own Conduct ; Wherefore .men ate ſaid 
to be tempted into vicious courſes, but not 
dragg'd or compell'd. And belides this free- 
dom, Nature ( faith the Philoſopher ) hath 
implanted in the heart of man, before he 
debauches himſelt by evil cuſtorns, a harmleſs 
and kind diſpoſition, not willing to deſtroy 
or hurt other men, unleſs it be upon an ab- 
{olute Neceſſity, for his own Preſervation :; 
and then, when enforced by ſuch Neceſhity, 
though he chooſe to do it, as of two evils 
the leaſt, yet he cannot aCt it without regret, 
unleſs by evil Converſe he hath poiſon'd that 
inbred Goodneſs which he brought with 
him into the World. And upon ſuch, one 
way obſerve the Juſtice of Divine Venge- . 
ance 3 the courlcs theſe vitiated Spirits take, 
end in Poverty, or ſome other miſery, and 
{o brings them cither to a Priſon, Hoſpital, 
or Gallows at home, or elſe to be ſlain in 
a Foreign War, waerein they ought not to 
have concern'd themſelves. And thus we 
{ce Punilhment was ever judg'd due to all 
free Agents, for depraving of their Natural 
Tempers, ſo true is that ſaying, When Man 
lolt his Innocence, he loſt his Happineſs 3 and 
that of the Poet is no leſs, 
Juven. _ Semita certe 
ok. 164 Tranquille per.Virtutem patet unica vite. 
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So that others, who according to their natu« 
ral Goodneſs led harmleſs and induſtrious 
Lives, enjoy'd a {ſweet calmneſs of mind, 
free from thole Terrours which daily tor- 
ment rapacious men 3 whereby, ſay they, it 
appears, :; that admitting their Tenent of the 
Souls mortality were true, though nothing is 
leſs {o, yet this were cnough to deter 'men 
from Impicties, I mean the Puniſhment that 
attends the Wicked, and reward of the Good 
even in this lite, unleis obſtructed by their 
own folly, -- But of this I have ſpoken be- 
fore. ©; 
XXXVI. | 
Another objection wherewith the Philoſo- 
phers were much perplex*d, ( as indeed they 
had reaſon to be) was their want cf Afſu- 
rance that the Soul ſhould mcet with tuture 
Taftice, demanding withal, how. then in this 
Lite could the baſer ſort of Spirits be deterr'd 
from gainful Villanies, as might be acted 
in ſecret, and ſo never like to be diſcover'd, 
but to eſcape the Puniſhment of the Laws, 
and hatred of men, ſuch as Peryuries, unſuf- 
pected Murders, concealing dead mens Trutts, 
and the like ? eſpecially thole who by Stupi- 
dity and Immorality, have quite extinguith'd 
the Light of Nature in their minds. In an- 
twer thereunto (Reaſon for the moſt part j 
G 2 bcing iq 
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being like a Pitcher with two cars, that 
may be taken on either ſ1de ) the Philoſo- 
phers have adventur'd in this Subject, to 
take the Pitcher by the left ear, and rather 
than not juſtifie their Opinions, have (againſt 
all Reaſon ) adventurd to reply upon the 
things objected, with ſuch fallacious Argu- 
ments as thele : 

1. They ſeem to queſtion whether any 
Villany could be fo ſecretly acted, as might 
not admit ſome hazard of being diſcover'd 
and if ſo, then the danger of that might ter- 
rife them into honeſty. But grant (ſay they) 
that Vices may be carried on with ſuch fecre- 
cy, as no mortal eye could diſcover, yet we 
tind by a long and fad experience, that in 
thoſe places, where by publick inſtitution men 
are - taught to expect Divine Juſtice after 
death. as {ome of us from Aacws : Neverthe- 
leſs ſuch dull and debauch'd Perſons, have 
ſeldom their minds ſo clear and ſedate. as to 
weigh and regard thoſe future accounts 3 or 
if they do, it is not till at the point of death, 
when they are palt doing any more miſchief, 
and that then the Apprehentions of Elyſizem, 
or the Stygian Lake, produces as little good 
to the Publick, as to themſelves 3; Vice firſt 
leaving Them, and not they Vice, More- 
over, ſay they, if ſuch perſons would betimes 
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recollect themſelves, they might eaſily find, 
that no Humane wit could ſound the depth 
ot Nature 3 and therefore how can men 
aflure themſelves, but that God who hath 
found out this way of immerſing a Spi- 
rit into fleſh and bloud, thereby to make 
it {mart and grieve, which otherwiſe, in its 
pure Nature, it could not have done, accord- 
ing to their Opinions : How therefore ( ſay 
they ) do men know, but that the ſame Al- 
mighty Wiſdom, even without a miracle, 
may uſe it fo again ? or take it into mil- 
lions of other wayes as natural to chaſtiſe 
it in a more afflicting manner, eſpecially ſee- 
ing this way hath ſo little purified it. Theſe 
and many other blind Surmiſes inſtead of Ar- 
guments, were they fain to make Uſe of, ra- 
ther than acknowledge the belict of Immox- 
tality neceſſary 3 but no Argument is more 
fallacious than this of theirs, which flies from 
Gods Power to his Will: For, 34 poſſe ad eſſe 
| non valet conſequentia , and he who believes a 
| thing only becauſe it may be true,may as well 
doubt of it becauſe jt may be otherwiſe. Be- 
tides, the very Heathen Laws themſelves, as 
recorded by their own Hiftorianis, ſhew how 
much inferiour their Vertues were to ours. 
| Which Law is more perfe&t, that which 
| lays, Thou ſhalt not kill z' or that which 
| (3 3 {ays, 
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© ſays, Thou ſhalt not be angry ? That which 
forbids Adultery 3 or that which turns the 
cyes trom the object ? That which forbids 
evil actions; or that which forbids evil 
Speakings ? That which commands us not 
to wrong, others; or that which permits us 
* not to revenge a wrong, done to our ſelves? 
Vos ſcelera admiſſa punitis, apud nos & cogita- 
re peccare eſt, {ayes Minucins Felix to the Hea- 
thens. And with the ſame Arguments a 
modern moſt ingenious Poet, brings in 
St. Catharine vindicating Chriſtianity from 
Paganiſm. ; 


*Tis true your Vertues are the ſame we teach, 
But in our Prafiice they much higher reach, 
Tou but forbid to take anothers due 

But we forbid even to deſire it too. 

Revenge of Injuries, you Vertne call , 

Brut we Forgiveneſs of our wrongs extoll. 
Immodeſt deeds you hinder to be wronght ; 
Bat we proſeribe the leaſt immodeſt Thought. 
So much your Vertues are in ours refin'd, 


That yours but reach the Afions, ours the Mind. | 


By which we may ſee, how much more 
perfect our Laws are tan theirs, how crook- 
£d. they appear compar'd with our firaight 
Rule; and thoſe unripe Vertues they had,were 
#ncuorated by the Influence of Chriſtianity. 
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XXXVII. 

Another grand objection to thoſe Philo- 
{ophers, who denied the Souls Immortality, 
and by conſequence, all future cntertain+ 
ment according to a vertuous or a vici- 
ous lite, was grounded on their frequent ob- 
{erving of men eminent tor Vertue, to live 
and dye in miſery : whereas others notori- 
ous for Vice, lived and died in great proſpe- 
rity. This put as well Philoſophers, as alſo 
Saints to their wits end. till the latter took 
Haven at the Heavenly Feruſalem, and there 
{helter'd themſelves againſt all fears : ( but 
they are not within the reach of this dif- 
courſe, which meddles with nothing but the 
vain conceits of men, who had not that Port 
to friend.) In anſwer to this unan{werable 
objection, ſome of them, eſpecially the Sto- 
icks, would make us bcheve that Poverty, 
Contempt, a Dungeon, Nakednels, UE 
cers, and rotting, in the Streets, are not re- 
ally evils, eſpecially to a noble mind that can 
detie Fortune, But theſe Bravado's become 
only Mad men, and whoſoever is converiant 
in {uch Writings, doth only ſtudy to make 
himielt a Fool: and perhaps the French have 
reſpe& hereunto, when they call a learned 
Aſs Un Philoſophe., Such a mans Character 


is ingentoufly. given us by Horace, in theie 
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Cum ſeptem ſtudiis annos dedit, inſenuitque 
Libris & curis ftatua taciturniis exit, 


Plerumque & populum riſu quatit. Horat, 


But to return to our Objections: There 
have been offer'd better Solutions than thoſe 
of the Stoicks, ( though not at all convin- 
cing to any Rational man: ) As hrſt, they 
ſurmiſe, That peradventure thoſe Ver- 
tues which we take for {incere, may be 
counterfeit and miſtaken, proceeding PCr- 
haps from ſome wicked motive, Thus the 
Souldicr whoſe courage we admire for {caling 
a Wall, it may be (ſay they) he is moved by 
malice to murder {ome particular Enemy of 
his, or he knows not of a Mine ready to {pring 
under him. Thus alſo when a Woman 1s 
prais'd for Chaſtity, perhaps cither it 1s for 
want of Opportunity.Caſta quam nemo rogavit, 
or from ſome natural Defef in her Conttitu- 
tion, as Frigidity and Flegm, or elſe for fear 
of Conception, and from an unwillingneſs 
to have her Reputation lie at the mercy of a 
looſe young, mans tongue, Again, (ſay they) it 
you ſee an ()fhcer retuſe a Bribe, conlider if 
he be not one of a plentiful Fortunc, that 
covets Vulgar applauſe more' than a Superflu- 
iry of Riches: Or contider whether the Bribe 
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were not {mall and inconſiderable, becauſe 
many- will hazard their Reputation for 
Pounds, who will not for Pence : Or obſerve 
whether the time was ſecret and convenient, 
wherein the Bribe was offer'd : or.laſt of all, 
whether it was not refus'd out of a proſpect 
of ſome greater Advantage, when he could 
not poſſibly reccive both. As the Banditi will 
Jet paſs a tingle Paſſenger, rather than by aſ- 
{aulting him miſs the Booty of a whole Cara- 
van. In which caſes their Honeſty proceeds 
* met, non moribus. Nor is there any thing 
more frequent, than to ſce the wickedeſt ot 
men highly to act Religion 


Zeal ſtands but Centry at the Gate of Sin, 
Whilſt all that have the Word paſi freely in. 


Thus in our late Civil Wars, all the Villany 
which the Godly Party (as they nam'd 
themſelves) committed, was by them call'd 
the Work, of the Lord , and that Curſe which 
the Scripture pronounces againſt them that do 
the Work of the Lord negligently, they pro- 
nounced againſt all ſuch as refulcd to athſt 
them in cutting off their Sovereigns head. 
So the Anabaptiſts of Germany chole rather 
to wreſt the Senſe of Gods holy Word, than 
want a Text to juſtihe the Evil they com- 

mitted : 
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mitted : For in «the minority of their. Pow- 
er, they had alway in their mouths: that 
humble Sentence : of our Saviours, I1Ff- men 
ftrike you on one cheek, turn the other 5 if | they 
take your Cloak, give them your Coat alſo. - But 
when they were grown an hundred thouſand 
Rrong, then they fell to doing the Work of 
the Lord diligently, (as they called it) ma- 
king Ule of another of Chritts ſayings, Bleſſed 
are the meek, ( meaning, themſelves ) for they 
fall inherit the Earth; and thus finging, to 
the Lord a new Song, they plunder'd all 
Germany, Now thele are they who do the 
greateli miſchict to Religion : Theſe are they 
whom the Lord Bacon calls the greateſt A- 
theiſts,” for that they are ever handling Ho- 
ly things without feeling; and theſe are they 
that in a perverted ſenſe fultill that ſaying 
of the Scriptures, Godlineſs is great gain : 
For by reaſon of. their Impiety, ſeeing they 
can expect to receive little Benefit from our 
Saviour in the next World, they refolve to 
make what advantage they can of him in 
this. Like Jugglers, they carry only . their 
coal of zeal in their Mouths, not being heated 
themſelves, with what they go about to in- 
Hame others. Bur as it addeth deformity to an 
Ape, to be fo like a man 3 {o the near reſem- 
blance that Hypocrilie bears to Belighnygene 
Crs 
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ders it the more deformed. By which you 
may ſee, how little-we can judge of Religion 
by outward appearance, Now in {uch like 
caſes, when the ſearcher of hearts afMicts them 
in this Life, we, who ſee the outſide only.do 
fooliſhly queſtion Divine Juſtice. 

XXXVIII. 

Another Reply which the Philoſophers 
made to the aforeſaid Objeion, was this z 
That admitting the Vertues which men fo 
highly extoll,were not hypocritical, but in car- 
nelt, yct (ſay the Philoſophers) for ought we 
know, they are not in the ballance of Nature 
of {uch weight and Value as men eſteem 
them; but that it may fare with them,as Coyn 
made of Copper or Leather, which though 
by Proclamation it goes at a high rate in 
one Country, it will not doo in another,for 
want of intrinſick Value. A wiſe Roman did 
not gueſs much amiſs at the gifts that were 
moſt prevalent with Heaven,when he declar'd 
to the Senate, Non wvotis neque ſupplicationi- 
bus mulicbribus auxilia Deorum parantur. Vigi- 
lindo, Agendo, bens conſulendo proſpers omnia 
cedunt., Ubi ſocordie tete, atque ignavie tradi- 
deris, nequicquam Deos implores. By which ex- 
cellent words he {eems to mark out two above 
all other qualitics of Mankind, as the moſt 
preyalent with God to obtain his Bleſhng, ? 
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viz, Wiſdom and Induſtry : . for without 
Wiſdom Induliry is but Labour in vain; and 
without Induliry, Wiſdom is but a bare 
thinking 3 and thoughts, though never {o 
wiſe, unleſs put in execution, are but 
dreams, which produce no real effeft, There- 
fore when Aſop's Clown having his Cart 
overthrown, dehir'd aid of Hereczles, to {ct it 
upright again z the Dzmon bids him ſet his 
ſhoulders to the Wheel, and lift at it,and then 
much might be done. Alſo to the ſame pur- 
pole Lwcian tells us, that Jupiter being of- 
ten troubled with the impertinent Requelis 
and Petitions of Princes, and Generals on 
both fides for Victory, to prevent any fur- 
ther Trouble of that kind, hath for the tuture 
decreed, That whenever two Armies meet, 
the greater number ſhall overcome the {mal- 
ler, provided the Conduct, Diſcipline, and 
Courage of both be the ſame. Furthermore, 
fays' the Heathen, if you obſerve the ſeveral 
kinds of miſery among, men, and the Cauſes 
trom which they proceed, you {hall for the 
molt part find the want of Wiſdom, Indultry, 
or both , to have bcen the cauſe. As for in- 
Nance, when men are taken with horrid Dil- 
caſes, they uſually come from an excels in cat- 
ing or drinking, or from ſuch things as with 
a caretul obſervation, they might eaſily have 
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perceived to be diſagrecable with their health. 


Some are put to death for fiding with a 


weak FaG@ion 3 others are beggar'd by Ga- 


ming, and ſpending beyond their Revenue, 
or by not keeping a vigilant eye over it, - but 


leaving the managery thereof to carelefs or 
falſe Servants. Again, others have been ru- 
in*d by being bound for their dear Brethren 
over a Glaſs of Wine : among theſe. may. be 
reckoned Princes,who are ever ruined by their 
Favourites, unleſs the Prince has the good 
fortune to ruine them firſt, being, like Aeon, 
{ubje& to be flain by their own Hounds. 
Theſe and a million of other follics produce 
the ruine of moſt men, who {til] owe their'fall 
to want of Wiſdom: Infomuch, as the An- 
cients had an opinion, that the Gods before 
they brought any calamity upon'a- man, 
would hr{t unwit him, as to ſome particular 
occaſion, and then puniſh his overtight 3 Per- 
dere quos wilt Jupiter, hos prias dementat. 
Whereupon, when Perſons efteem'd pious and 
| good natur'd, are upon theſe or the like Er- 
| Yours caft into Priſons, or other misfortunes, 
| thefear leſt at another time the like may befall 
\ us, breedsa compaſhon which takes more no- 
tice of the miſery,than the folly which occafi- 
lion'd it. Hereto ſome may rejoyn, That they 
have obſerved ſeveral that for the greateſt 
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part of their Lives' have been unbleſt, and: 
poor, who by their Neighbours have been 
ever - efteeim'd pious, induſirious, and of 
good Underſtanding, To which it is an- 
bwered, It doth not often happen to be fo : 
But whenfoever it doth fo fall out, if we 
narrowly mark their courſes of. life, it will 
not be difhcult to perceive ſome notable 
fooliſh errours, which like Maw-worms 
deſtroy a man without any great outward 
appearance of Evil, Or «lie peradventure 
if they would cnter {crutiny with their 
own hearts, they might find they had -x<- 
lied upon themſelves or others. more than 
upon that Almighty goodneſs, which made 
and preſerves all things, being the only 
root of all proſperity z, who by this deſer- 
tion,” having as much as in them hes, -cut 
themſclves off from that root of Divine 
Providence, they become like Boughs {ct 
in a Chimney, which ſoon wither : And lafi 
cf all. ( fay they ) if Sickneſſes and Aft- 
Aictions' are {ent us becauſe of our Sins, what 
makes Brutes {ubjcct to the ſame ? 
Thele are the chict Arguments that I find 
any where recorded by the Heathens, in de- 


tence of their wicked Opinions, which are 


an{wer'd by. the impulſes of every mans 
own heart; for the belict of a future fiate 
is 


A 
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is implapted in every ones Nature, and 
this appyars as well by the progreſs of Ide- 
latry and;$upeſtition, .as of the true Reli- 
gion For no. Religion of what kind ſoe- 
ver, whether falſe or. true, could have got- 
ten ſo general” a poſſeſſion in the hearts of 
men; or. have been ſo .long, entertain'd in 
the World... had thexe not been in Natuze 
ſome ſenſe of a future Being, which hath 
from the beginning made the generality of 
men ſo apt to receive Religious Inſtrudti- 
ons of any kind whatſoever, without which 
foundation to work on, even Solon, . Lycur- 
gs, and Numa might ſoon have abrogated 
their own Laws in deſpair. 
W004 >.6 
But to proceed, without any relation to 
the. Souls future account, I find by ſome of 
the wiſclt of the Ancients, that they thought 
they could never haye'too high an, opinion 
of Gods goodneſs, or too baſe of mans 
wickedneſs ; whole Vices nevertheleſs (fince 
Nature doth nothing in vain ) they elieem'd 
not altogether unneceflary .to the well-go- 
'verning, of Mankind :. For, fayecs; one of 
them, * It from Hittory or Experience, you 
© but obſerve anyone Age, you (hall find it 
© hath mach, the reſemblance of a well- 
© wxought piece of Tapeliry, wherein 1s re- 
* PIC 
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* preſented ſome great Action, as a- Battel, 
© which mult not wholly conlift of *Generals 
* or Commanders, but alſo of many ' com- 
* mon Souldiers 3 foine cutting of Throats, 
© others ſlain or wounded, and trampled un- 
* der Horles feet: and yet notwithſtanding, 
theſe miſerable wretches, nay and the very 
Horſes too, are as $kiltully wrought, and 
made of as good Silk as the Generals them- 
{elves: but the Truth 'and Harmony of the 
© Story requires this great-incquality of Parti- 
* culars, whoſe condition is fram'd with 
* ſuch regard to them, as may beſt ſerve to 
* compleat the whole. Therefore (ayes he) 
* in weighing the-ſeeming unequal conditi- 
* ons of men in this Life, it betrays a narrow- 
neſs of Fancy, as well as Injultice, to judge 
© of their. Atomlike Merits or Demerits apart 
* from the Univerſe, wherein they have their 
* portion. And much to this Purpoſe Arno- 
© bins (peaks. 

- XL 


Now to recolle&- and conclude thele Ob- 
{ervations, I cannot but wonder that the | 


Heathens ( who being directed only by the 
Light of Nature, and: not acknowledgin 

any future Reward or Puniſhment) eul 
be eadowed with ſuch Piety and Veneration 


toward God.as in all their Writings it appears | 


they 
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| they had, whoſe Providence though they 
doubted for the life to come, yet they 
plainly'  perceived' in this, and Intitled 
him Dew Optimus Maximus. Some In- 
deed when, they mentioned him, choſe 
rather to 'uſe the word Numen, than De- 
5, as unwilling to make him either Male 
| of Female like one of themſelves, for 
| they rever'd ' him as the Sole, Inhnite, 
| Eternal Preferver of all things. 
bn | KL 1. 
| As for the manner of their Worſhip, 
' and the places wherein they celebrated 
| their Heatheniſh Rites and Ceremonies, 
| that being a Subje&t unneceſſary in this 
| Diſcourſe to trouble you with; I ſhall 
| only give you this {hort Account of tt, 
which -I find already collected to my 
Hands by that Learned Satyriſt Cornelius Pe Yanit. 
Agrippa. * As for the Gentiles (faith*< $9 
he) there were ſome very eminent for'* 
the Scructures of their 5 Temples; but © 
| others there were who never made Ufe *© 
| of any: Of which number was' Xerxes, © 
who is Reported to have burnt all the © 
Temples about Aſia, at the requeſt of © 
his Magicians, eſteeming it no leſs' than © 
Impiety to incloſe- the Gods in Walls, © 
| To the ſame purpoſe Zeno Citticus dil- © 
| H | puted 
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puted in thele words: To build Church- * 
es and Temples (ſaith he) is no way © 
neceſſary, - for nothing ought to be ac- © 
counted Sacred by right, or eſteemed © 
Holy, which men themſelves exec 3 nei- © 
ther among the Perſians of, old, nor a- © 
mong, the Primitive Hebrews, were there © 
any Temples Dedicated to - Divine Ser- * 
vice, till at laſt one was Founded by © 
Solomon, in which if any think God's 
can be included, he is reproved by the © 
Prophet Iſaiah, Heaven is my Throne, © 
#be Earth my Foot-ſtool, therefore what is © 
the Houſe thou buildeſk for me? and © 
Stephen the Protomartyx adds, Solomon © 
built an Houſe, but the moſt High inha- © 
bits not in, places made with Hands. Al- © 
{o St.. Pazl himſclt exhorts the A4the- © 
nians , to the ſame effe&, telling them * 
that God dwells not in Temples made © 
with Hands, for being the Lord of Hea- © 
yen and ,Farth, he is not ſerved by * 
mens hands, he wants not their help. * 
Furthermore, Origen in his Writings a- © 
gainſt Celſius, faith, that tor a long time © 
after Chriſt's Death, thexe were no © 
Churches: built 3 and ſo far goes Agrippa. 
But, I conceive, that however the Pagans 
did ſome of them xcfrain from erecting 

Temples 


——-_ —_ 
. 


a © I 2 


NH ww DOD AA, 3 /@ A Pea wtf & 


my OO NR AN & £©@-” 


Animd Mundi. 
Temples out of Superſtition, yet the: Pris 
mitive Chriſtians ,did- it upon -anothet 
account, viz. the Perſecutions wherewith 
they were then opprefſed; But afterward; 
when they had : gotten + Kings' for 'thear 
Nuzling-Fathers, and: Queens *for ':their 
Nurling-Mothers, - to favour their Righ» 
teous Cauſe, they either . erected - pubhick 
Houſes commodious fov Devotion, or:icots 
verted thoſe. Magnihcerit Structures, i the 
Stately Temples Dedicated to Frno,' Venus, 
Apollo, with , the reſt' of 'their Gads and 
Goddcſles, to the Service of the true Gods 
and indeed moft'of the Chriſtian Church» 
| Es, (as the  Musk-melors from the::Dungy 
hill) were raiſed out | of the filthy Cor 
ruption and Superftition;of Vaguatian, 
N LI I. w , , 

The next thing I (hall: touch upan; is 
the Politick Inſtitution of the 
Ceremonies in times of theic Publick-'e. 
votion. There is nothing hath a great- 
er Influence over the Generality of. Merl, 
(eſpecially the Vulgar) than their Paſ(- 
ons, and over that Paffons, thare: Cerq- 
monies which have a great Influence; up- 
on their minds, What. is the pleature 
of: a Lord Mayors; Show, - Hoszſe-Race, 
t wed or the ks, bu only the Pomp'anll 


So- 
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Solemnities wherewith theu are attended ? 
Who would be ambitious of fecing the Lord 
Mayor without any Attendants ?. Of ſeeing 
two-Horſes run againſt on: : another, wiclt 
no- other Company but: the Grooms that 
rideithem? Would any Pcrion give Money; 
and ſtay in a Croud for three or four hotirs 
together : with empty Stomachs to {ce ary 
ofthele .Sights 7 Or wouit a man riſe 
at: four. of the Clock in 4” Vinters mom- 
ing; riding fevers or - eight hours  toge- 
ther am. the cold, for ' tlwz'3 uncertain ex 
peRation of ſeeing} nine or: ten covple 
of Dogs, run: barking afrey'a Fox, with- 
<ub!Any' other Company *than ' theirs? 
Whbywould buy - ſuch firvill: pleaſures at 
{o dear: a rate, . were thev'' not attended 
with other Ceremonits? and yet as they 
are:now performbd; ve: ic? people almoli 
enad;wpon them. ' Which: [ſh2ws how pros 
 digions''an Influence :they have over 
ouriAﬀcttions in alt king.of Plcaſures. 
Nor are they lefs prevalent in matters of 
Griff: and AMiction, 'as/ well for the ex- 
-pelling as'heightening:of it... All thoughts 


ofthe future Cares and” Inconveniences of 


Aimarricd Life are dtown'd - in the Sack- 
-poſſet, 'and for-that time baniſhed :by the 
Geremonic of Company, Feaſting and 

: WW: Muſick, 


-, 
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| Muſick, which are but the: gilding of the 
' Pill. Alſo in Death, what makes it ſo ter: 


rible, (but as the Lord Bacon well obſerves) 


the Solemnity of Friends weeping and-* 
mourning about: the Death-bed ? Accord- 
ing to that ſaying. Pompa mortis magis ter" 
ret, quam mbrs:ipſa. .. Now this being ob» 
lerved by the:Ancient Lawgivers, (viz.how:: 
great an Influence ſuch Pageantries have": 
over the mmds-of Men ) it made them 


under pretence of: decency of Worſhip;' in- 


troduce all thoſe vain ſuperſtitious Rites: 


wherewith their Devotion was :fill'd; 


Thus Numa Pompilizs firſt inſtituted Ceree 


monies among the Romans, thereby to in- 
duce a rude, barbarous People that had Jc- 


quired a Kingdom by Violence, to the love: 
of Piety, Juſtice and Religion. Thus he: 
erected the Order of Veſtal Virgins to pre-: 
ſerve the Fire in the Temple, and to do 


Sacrifice to the Goddeſs Veſta, Alſo he in- 
{tituted twelve men of an Order called the 


Salji, who in painted Garments - were to 


ling Verſcs in praiſe of God Mars. Belides 
other Prieſts call'd Feciales,who were to pu- 
nith offenders.and ſacrifice unto the Goddeſs 
Bona Dea. And the likecourſe were the reli 
of the Law-givers fain to take in other Coun- 


| tries, and all little enough to- uphold their. 


= H 3 Super- 


1oY* 


Aninia Mundi. 
Superſtitions. Whereas true Religion, like 
true ' Beauty, appears. bett in an undreſs ; 
and. {o | doth Chriſtianity, eſpecially the 
Reformed Religion. But the ancient Hea- 
theniſm, and Mahumetaniſm, are all one 
Broth; as the Italian Proverb expreſſes it : 
Both of Humane Invention, and diſparag'd 
with like Abſurdities. Yet let us not in 
ſhunning' Charybdis, fall into Scylla, and 
for fear of Idolatry, (ſhew our ill Breed- 
ing in! Divine Worfhip, a crime whereof 
too many are guilty, who pay much great- 
er reſpect to their Landlord than their 


God. 
«11-61 XLIN. 

But to haſten to. a Concluſion 3 Many 
of them were not a little over-aw'd by 
that old verſe of Ennizs, Define fata Deum 
flefti ſperare precando: and this more evi- 
dently appears from theſe ſacred lines of 
Fuvenal to the ſame purpoſe, 


Nil ergo optabunt homines ? fi confilium vis, 

Permittes ipſis expendere Numinibus, quid 

Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile noſtris. 

Nam pro jucudis aptiſſima queq, dabunt Dit. 

Charior eft illis homo quam fibi, Nos animo- 

rum. 

Impulſu, & ceca magnaq cupidine dui 

Conjute 
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C onjupgium petimus, partumque Uxoris, at il lis 
Notum qui Pueri, qualiſq, futura fit Uxor, 


And in another Place, 


/ 


m__——— Nt petuntur. 


By which we may ſee, that the Devo- 
tion of all of them did not confift much in 
Prayers, further that Thy will be done; and 
that rather by way of Acquieſcence, than 
Petition: But all other enlargement of requeſt 
they declined, partly becauſe they thought 
not the Deity flexanimous, to be won by 
intreaty, or bribed by Sacrifice z and part- 
ly becauſe they held it a Preſumption in 
Man to dire God what to do, and 
what to forbear, thinking that ſuch a 
boldneſs would bs but flenderly excuſed, 
by an additional clauſe of ſubmiſſion to his 
Will, And this made Cardan ( who fa- 
vour'd the worſt Opinions of the Hea- 
thens _) to ſymbolize with them in this 3 
Deum non flefi precibus, efſet enim quaſi unus 
8 nobis paſſionibus & doloribus obnoxius. But 
certainly no Chriſtian can write or ſpeak in 
behalf of this Opinion, without his Con- 
ſcience flying in his face. For what can 
be greater relief to a man, and comfort 
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to him in affliction, than, to. have a God 
to flee to in his diſtreſs ? The greatelt 
eaſe 'in ſorrow, is to have a Friend to 
break our mind to 3 and if {o, how much 
greater relick and fatisfadtion mult it be 
to an afflicted man, to have a God who 
is ſo well able to counſel, dirce& and a(- 
fiſt him, for his Friend, to communicate 
his caſe to ? And therefore ſaith Tertzlli- 
an, A Chriſtian while he is at his Prayers 
with his hands lift up to God, is unſenli- 
ble of all Puniſhment. Bcki des. the very 
thoughts that we have a Providence at 
all, times to flee to, animates us with a 


pew Spirit of boldneſs and reſolution; 


which is no {mall aſliftant to our ſucceſs ; 
As for example, Take a Dog and mark 
what courag2 he aſſumes when he tinds 
himſelf maintain'd by a man, who ( as 
my Lord Bacon ſaith ) is to him as God, 
or Melior Natura. And of the ſame uſt 
1s Confidence in God, for it animates us 
with that aſſurance as ever renders us {uc- 
ceſsful. Neither were the Heathens (1 

mean the beſt and wiſeſt of them ) againlt 
all manner of Praycr, as we may learn 
from that Verſe of the Poet 3 


Orans- 
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Orandum eſt ut fit mens ſana in corpore ſand. 


But the chick and meſt commendable part 
of their Piety, confiſted in a total and wil-/ 
ling Reſignation of themſelves and their 
Concerns, unto that infinite Majeſty, Al- 
mighty and All-wiſe, Goodneſs, whereof 
they had continual experience. 


Duin damus id ſuperis— — Perſ. Sat; 
Compoſitum jus, faſque animo, ſanoſque ye- 

ceſſus 
Mentis & incoum generoſo pecius honeſto. 


They conceiv'd, if they ſhould preſume 
to ſearch into the Souls future Eſtate, 
the knowledge whereof they thought God. 
had reſerved to himſelf, they ſhould ſpeed 
like Ixion, who making it his Requeli 
to lie with no, found himſelt deceiv'd, 
having in his Embraces only an empty 
Cloud. As for their apprehenſions of 
Death, it appears, many of them were 
more feartul of Dying, than of being 
dead : Like one that fears to draw his 
Tooth, yet wiſhes it was drawn. And 
to this purpoſe Cicero ſpeaks in his Twſcu- 
lan Queltions, Emori nolo, ſed me eſſe mor- 
tnum nibil exiſtimo, Alleaging this reaſon 

tor 
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for his Opinion, Cur mortem malum tibi vi- 
deri dicis, que aut beatos nos efficiet animis 
manentibus, aut non miſeros ſenſu carentes ? 
But this is a very fallacious Argument, 
which ſuppoſes our Souls muſt be either 
happy or ſenſeleſs, the reaſon is obvious, 
Therefore others of them gave a more in- 
genious account, why they ſo little fear'd 
death, which was this ; They look'd 
upon themſelves to be like Dogs, who 
having a loving Maſter, and hearing him 
call them forth, immediately with chear- 
fulneſs leave the Houſe and follow him, 
not diſtruſting the goodneſs of that Ma- 
{ter, who had ever before uſed them 10 
kindly, ftill expecting the like Entertain- 
ment, although they knew not what it 
ſhould be, Thus did they eſteem death 
to be Gods call unto them, to come ont 
of this mortal Body z which they obey'd 
with much affuranc2 of the Divine good- 
neſs, that had kept and provided for 
them all their Lives long. And as at 
their Entrance into this Life, God had 
not made them capable of knowing 
how he would here provide for them, 
and yet they found by Experience he 
did; {o they hoped it would fare with 
them in their Future condition, although 
in 
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in ſome new way whereof they had not 
yet any experimental knowledge The 


ſum of-which Opinion is deliver'd in this | 
Copy of Verſes, | 


Pulſa malis Anima, & nequiens fiulcire Rer- Pythagoras |. 
inam Morzens. * 

Imperiis excuſſa ſais, fibi conſetlit Exul : [ 

Libertate data redeuntibus in ſua Regnas. | 

Congenerim res queque ſibi conſortia qu#= 
rit, 

Blandaque deſeritur vite diſcorſque Tyran- 
ni, 

Ut Fubar excluſum fado cui illuxerat An- 
tro 

In Solem refilit, per quem wvibratur in Ore 
bem. 

Sic tandem rediens divine particula Aure. 

Progeniem faciura novam cum Numane fer- 
tur, 

Irrequieſque alia ex alits in fata vocatur. 

Aſt Infinitus Deus omnia in omnibus Unus 

Induit in formas ſeſe quaſi Proteus omnes. 

Aternoque eterna manent ſua membra, perit 
nl, 

Sea fit per veteres Mundo nova Scena Tra- 

gals. 

Nos pauca angufti ſapimns, noſtratia tate 

tum 
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Experti ; reliquis ſua cur. ſenſoria rebus 

Remur abeſſe , quibits pateat nova gloria 
Mundi 

Exibo intrepide Canis ut Venaticus jntus 

Agnoſcens Domini vocem, que protinus ilium 

Evocat in campos, ſomnoque Domoque rc- 
liftie, 

Aſiilit excurritque alacris : fic Te Pater Al- 
me 


Expertus fidenſque ſequar, Dug duxeris ibo. 


And this was the Faith of the moſt ver- 
tuous and prudent of the Heathens con- 
cerning Death. But others being neither 
thus wiſe, nor thus good, were eithcr 
tranſported with ſome vain Sef&t of Phi- 
loſophy, or elſe weakly ſurrendred all 
their Reaſons to the delufion of their 
Prieſts : who notwithltanding their hicti- 
tious Pretences, knew no more of Hea- 
ven than the meaneſt of the People, as it 
evidently appears to any one, that ſhall 
compare their Devotion with Chriſtianity. 
But theix Philoſophers, without any pre- 
tence of Inſpirations extraordinary , ad- 
ventur'd to addreſs their Doctrines to hu- 
mane Reaſon, as aiming altogether at 
vain-glory 3 whoſe Arguments muſt nceds 
{cem {o empty and irrational to. all diſ- 
cerning 
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cerning Judgments, that inſtead of becum- 
ing glorious, they rendred themſelves ri- 
diculous. And thus ſuch as would not 
modeſtly repote themſelves in the igno- 
rance of the Souls future ſtate, which God 
had been pleas'd for the moſt part to con- 
ceal from them, became vain in their Ima- 
ginations, diſtracted between Philoſophy 
on the one fide, and Superſtition on the 
other : And fo had only this choice, whe- 
ther they would be cheated by themſelves 
or other men. 


Prudens futuri temporis exitun 
Caliginosa notte premit Ders, 


FINIS. 


